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This  book  was  produced  as  a  bicentennial 
project  of  the  Foulds  family,  and  is  presented 
as  a  gift  to  the  Town  of  Lynnfield  on  the 
occasion  of  its  200th  anniversary.  The  photo¬ 
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Preface 

LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES  is  not 
intended  to  be  a  complete  history  of  the 
town,  nor  is  it  meant  to  cover  any 

particular  time  span,  despite  the  title. 
Those  needs  have  been  taken  care  of  ■  in  THE 
HISTORY  OF  LYNNFIELD,  by  Thomas  Wellman, 
and  later  by  A  HERITAGE  PRESERVED.  Instead 
this  book  has  a  two-fold  purpose.  The 
first  is  to  record  various  events  and 

subjects  that  have  not  previously  been 
preserved  in  any  permanent  manner. 

A  shorter  version  of  the  opening 
chapter  "Its  Beginnings",  originally 
appeared  in  the  1975  Town  Report  as  a 
special  bicentennial  feature  article.  It 
was  used  as  a  vehicle  for  correction  of  a 
long  standing  belief  that  Lynnfield  came 
into  existence  in  1814  rather  than  the 

actual  date  in  1782.  Because  of  subsequent 
changes  in  law  and  terminology,  the  fact 

that  Lynnfield  separated  itself  from  the 
'mother  town'  of  Lynn  on  the  earlier  date 
is  obscured  and  one  is  led  to  believe  that 
we  were  first  incorporated  in  1814. 

Another  chapter  explores  the  history 
of  transportation  from  the  opening  of  the 
Newburyport  Turnpike  to  the  Transportation 
Study  Committee  of  1977.  The  discussion 
delves  into  the  railroad  war  between  the 
two  major  lines  of  the  era  and  its  effects 
on  Lynnfield. 

Also  included  are  topics  which  are 
more  than  just  local  stories,  such  as  the 
Civil  War  camps  of  South  Lynnfield, 
including  mention  of  a  U.S.  Vice  President 
who  lived  within  our  bounds  for  a  time. 
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ITS  BEGINNINGS 


Throughout  the  history  of  Lynnfield, 
confusion  has  existed  as  to  when  the  town 
came  into  being.  It  is  commonly  known  that 
this  area  originally  came  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  Lynn,  both  politically  and 
ecclesiastically.  At  first  it  was  merely 
an  outlying  part  of  the  town,  and  in  1713 
it  became  a  precinct.  The  period  of 
heretofore  uncertain  status  begins  in  1782 
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when  Lynn's  north  parish  was  incorporated 
by  an  act  of  the  legislature  (General 
Court)  as  the  "District  of  Lynnfield". 
This  all-important  date  has  been  obscured 
through  the  writings  of  19th  century  Lynn 
historians  who,  without  knowing  the 
terminology  of  earlier  days,  failed  to 
recognize^  the  significance  of  the  event, 
and  felt  that  this  newly  formed  entity  was 
still  somehow  a  "district"  of  Lynn,  rather 
than  a  separate  municipality. 

To  fully  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
various  titles  given  to  communities,  a  look 
back  to  our  colonial  period  is  necessary. 
When  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
established,  it  consisted  of  one  or  more 
delegates  sent  from  each  town.  As  more 
towns  were  established,  the  size  of  the 
legislature  became  unwieldy.  To  control 
this  growth  the  British  authorities  decreed 
that  any  new  towns  would  not  have  the  right 
to  elect  representatives.  To  avoid 
confusion,  these  new  'towns'  would  be 
called  'districts'  .  In  August  of  1775 
this  law  was  overturned,  again  allowing 
representation  from  every  town. 

At  ,  the  time  that  our  state 
constitution  was  established  in  1780,  the 
Commonwealth  was  divided  into  these 
separate  and  distinct,  self-governing 
towns.  Each  had  a  board  of  selectmen, 
school  committee,  other  officials,  and  a 
town  meeting.  Each  one  of  these  also 
elected  one  or  more  representatives  to  the 
General  Court,  as  was  previously  done.  The 
new  government  realized  that  it  would 
encounter  the  same  problems  of  size  as  had 
happened  during  the  colonial  days,  if  a  set 
of  ground  rules  were  not  established.  It 
was  decided  that  any  town  incorporated 
after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  must 
have  at  least  150  "ratable  polls"  before 
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being  allowed  to  choose  its  own 
representative.  (A  "ratable  poll  was  a  male 
inhabitant,  twenty-one  years  of  age  or 
older,  with  a  freehold  estate  in 
Massachusetts  yielding  an  annual  income  of 
at  least  three  pounds,  or  any  estate  valued 
at  more  than  sixty  pounds.)  If  it  did  not 
comply  with  this  requirement,  a  community 
could  still  be  incorporated,  but  had  to 
join  with  another  town  for  the 
representative  election  -  just  as  Lynnfield 
and  Wakefield  do  in  1982.  Using  the 
terminology  of  the  British,  these  "towns" 
were  called  "districts".  When  a  district 
did  reach  this  "magic  number"  of  150,  it 
was  given  the  title,  town.  This  was  purely 
honorary,  however,  and  made  absolutely  no 
difference  in  its  local  government. 

The  new  provision  for  allowing  the 
incorporation  of  towns  without  their  own 
delegates  to  Boston  was  first  put  into  use 
in  1781  when  New  Ashford  was  established. 
It  was  repeated  the  next  year  when  the 
inhabitants  of  Lynn-End,  Lynn's  north 
parish,  decided  for  a  variety  of  reasons  to 
separate  from  Lynn  and  form  their  own 
municipal  government.  A  bill  passed  by  the 
legislature  in  July  of  1782  referring  to 
Lynnfield,  stated  that  "They  may  be 
incorporated  into  a  district  with  all  the 
privileges  of  a  town,  that  of  sending  a 
representative  to  the  General  Court 
excepted."  At  this  time  the  newly  formed 
district  took  the  name  "Lynnfield",  held 
its  first  meeting,  and  elected  its  first 
board  of  selectmen.  ’ 

Since  Lynnfield  did  not  have  150 
voters,  it  did  not  qualify  to  elect  its  own 
representative,  and  had  to  find  another 
town  to  join  with  for  this  purpose. 
Reading  would  have  been  a  logical  choice, 
as  many  residents  had  attended  church  there 
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'1-1  MASSACHUSETTS  DIRECTORY. 

Ti  ynn. 

Tills  town  has  n  and  r c'i» v«*nir*nl  harbor  on  Ma'saclui- 

Setts  Bay, and  is  watered  by  the  »sv/j/»».f,  u  river,  l*y  hicli 
name  the  town  was  formerly  called  by  ilie  Indians.  This 
town  lias  Ion"  been  celebrated  lor  it*  manufactures  of  various 
kinds,  particularly  of  shoes,  of  which  them  is  pi  nimbly  a  lar¬ 
ger  iimoiiiit  made  than  in  any  other  town  of  its  imputation  in 
the  United  Stales.  It  lies  !)  miles  N.K.  of  Boston,  and  a  r^.W. 
of  f?ah  in.  tl  was  first  settled,  l(i'..’L);  inc.  1(1.37  ;  pop.  tl.133  : 
r.  ps.  Pm');  val.  ,k' o ;  s.  in.  .S’tty’OO.  T ’Ik;  "  I.ynu  Mechanics 
Bank"  lias  n  capital  of  $  l.0(l,tj(/0 — Isaiah  Breed,  I’l.j  Banc 
Stoi y,  C r.  The  "  Nahant  Bank"  has  a  capital  of  £  1 50, 000-— 
Ilczckiah  Chase,  1*1.  The  "Lynn  Mechanics'  Insurance 
Company"  has  a  capital  of  550,000 — Isaiah  Breed,  Pi.  The 
"Union  Insurance  Company"  has  a  capital  of  ,*>  100,000— 
Henry  A.  Breed,  Pt.  Cl — David  Pealmdy,  S.  I).  dobbins,  cj 
Elijah  1  (raiding,  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church)  L.  S. 
Bowles,  b  j  I  sue.  friends  j  3  socs.  m  ;  J.  C.  Waldo,  u.  J'/ij— 
Charles  O.  Barber,  Win.  B.  Brown,  Edward  L.  Collin,  l’iclv* 
ard  Ilazeltino,  John  Lmnimis,  William  Picscott,  i\'.C.  Towle. 
Alls — See  Law- Register.  I'm — Jeremiah  C.  Siichney. 

[TT*  Nahant,  the  celebrated  watering1  place,  is  a  part 
of  til  is  town.  It  is  a  peninsula,  jnttiii"  out  about  five  miles 
into  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  forms  Lynn  Bay  on  the  south. 
From  Bo. ton  to  Nahant  Hotel,  oil  the  eastern  *pnint  of  tlio 
peninsula,  hy  land,  is  11  miles;  from  the  centre  of  I  .ynn,  5) 
and  from  .Salem,  10  miles.  On  tho  northeast  side  of  this 
HMjiii'-nln  is  a  Imaeli  of  great  length  and  smoothness.  It  is  so 
lard  that  a  Imr-e’s  foot-steps  arc  scarcely  visible;  and,  from 
i.alf-lide  to  low  water,  it  affords  a  ride  of  superior  excellence. 
Much  may  be  «?aid  in  praise  of  Nahant  without  exaggeration. 
Our  limits  will  only  permit  us  to  remind  the  traveller  that  such 
a  place  exists; — that  it  is  only  10  miles  northeast  of  Boston 
by  the  steamboats  continually  plying  in  summer  months;— 
that  at  this  place  arc  good  fidiiii"  and  fowling — excellent  ac¬ 
commodations  ; — and  that  the  ocean  scenery  is  exceedingly 
beautiful  in  fair  weather,  and  truly  sublime  in  a  slorin. 

T.ynnneld. 

Pop.  C 1 7  ;  r.  ps.  1.03  ;  val.  Go  cents  ;  s.  in.  £  100  ;  inc.  1 7f* 2. 
12  miles  N.  of  Boston,  'J  W.  by  N.  of  .Salem,  and  "2  S.S.W. 
of  Ncwburvporl.  On  Hales's  Hr  oak  is  a  woolen  far  lory. 
Considerable  <|uantities  of  .shoes  aic  manufactured  here. 
Cl — .losiah  Hill  and  1  v.  <o c.  c  ;  1  snc.  in.  J.  1' — Daniel 
Needham,  Asa  T.  Ncwhall,  Bowman  Vile*. 
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in  earlier  days.  Under  the  laws  and 
tradition  of  the  time,  however,  county 
lines  could  not  he  crossed  for  this 
purpose.  Middleton  and  Danvers  were  other 
choices,  but  no  traditional  ties  had  ever 
really  formed  with  these  communities.  This 
left  Lynn  as  the  only  remaining  option,  so 
Lynnfield  decided  to  join  with  it  for 
electing  a  representative. 

With  the  language  of  the  era 
understood,  a  detailed  study  of  Lynnfield's 
beginnings  can  be  fully  appreciated.  There 
were  actually  two  attempts  during  this 
period  to  separate  the  North  Parish  from 
the  mother  town.  The  first  began  January 
22,  1778.  At  a  parish  meeting  at  the  Old 
Meeting  House  with  Daniel  Mansfield 
moderating,  the  Lynn-Enders  voted  to  have 
the  parish  set  off  as  a  separate  district. 
At  the  same  time  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  petition  that  would  be  sent 
to  Lynn  and  the  state  legislature.  Along 
with  the  moderator,  this  committee  was 
comprised  of  John  Orne,  Jonathan  Tarbel, 
Joseph  Gowlng,  and  Nathaniel  Sherman.  The 
petition  was  prepared  for  Lynn's  Town 
Meeting  held  the  following  March.  At  this 
time,  however,  it  was  put  off  until  May 
12th  when  Lynn  voted  not  to  let  its 
northern  precinct  separate. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  Lynn  held  any 
animosity  toward  this  part  of  town  though, 
as  fourteen  days  later  the  selectman 
ordered  a  new  stretch  of  road  to  be  built 
for  our  convenience. 

-  The  issue  did  not  die  here,  but  merely 
stayed  dormant  for  three  years.  At  another 
parish  meeting  held  in  September  of  1781  it 
was  voted  to  try  again  to  separate  and  the 
same  committee  was  charged  to  draw  up  a  new 
petition.  Two  of  the  members  seemed  to 
vanish  as  neither  John  Orne's  nor  Nathaniel 
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Sherman's  signatures  appear  on  the  document. 

The  petition  dated  January  26,  1782 

states  the  reasons  for  wanting  separation. 
The  committee  claimed  the  distance  to 
transact  town  business  being  eight  miles 
was  too  far.  Also  "The  road  is  often 
impassable  at  the  time  of  the  year  when  the 
annual  meetings  are  held,  rendering  it 
impossible  for  us  to  attend  our  duty  and 
interest  there.  Consequently  we  have  not 
an  equal  representation."  The  petitioners 
did  say  at  this  time  that  they  were  content 
to  continue  to  elect  their  representatives 
jointly  with  Lynn. 

Apparently  the  General  Court 
sympathized,  as  the  Senate  appointed 
Charles  Turner  and  the  House  chose  Captain 
Bancroft  and  Colonel  Coffin  to  act  as  a 
committee  to  look  into  the  matter.  With 
the  State  at  least  partially  backing  the 
separation,  the  Lynn  Town  Meeting  took  more 
positive  action.  On  April  1st  1782  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  answer  the 
petition.  The  three  selectmen,  William 
Collins,  Abner  Hood,  and  John  Upton,  along 
with  Colonel  John  Flagg,  Captain  Holten 
Johnson,  Lynn's  State  Representative,  and 
Colonel  John  Mansfield  were  charged  "To  act 
in  the  Town's  behalf". 

On  May  16th  the  scene  shifts  back  to 
Lynnfield.  The  legislative  committee 
recommended  that  the  Town  of  Lynn  and  its 
north  parish  meet  together  to  work  out  a 
plan  for  establishing  a  new  district,  so  on 
this  date  the  parish  meeting  appointed  a 
new  committee  for  this  purpose.  Serving  on 
this  body  were  Joseph  Gowing,  Daniel 
Mansfield,  and  Jonathan  Tarbel,  the  three 
original  members  who  had  signed  the 
petition. 

In  a  series  of  steps,  Lynn  voted  at 
its  June  5th  meeting  to  comply  with  the 
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instructions  of  the  General  Court.  It 
first  voted  "To  chuse  a  committee,"  then 
voted  that  it  have  five  members.  Step 
three  was  the  actual  choosing.  This  group, 
as  the  one  from  the  parish,  also  had 
members  from  the  original  board.  William 
Collins,  Abner  Hood,  and  John  Mansfield 
were  the  holdovers.  They  were  joined  by 
James  Newhall  and  Samuel  Sweetser.  The 
last  act  instructed  them  "to  meet  with  the 
committee  of  the  North  Parish  to  see  in 
what  way  they  can  agree  to  set  off  said 
Parish  as  a  District  and  make  report  to  the 
Town  at  the  adjournment  of  this  meeting." 
During  the  following  week  the  two  groups 
met  to  iron  out  their  differences  and  to 
negotiate  a  settlement.  The  Lynn  committee 
went  back  to  the  Town  Meeting  June  12th  to 
report.  Considerable  debate  took  place, 
but  no  actual  votes  were  taken.  Throughout 
the  next  week  the  committee  again  met  and 
finally  came  to  agreeable  terms.  The  final 
report  of  the  joint  committees  is  as 

follows : 

We  the  committee  of  the  Town  of  Lynn 
and  the  committee  of  the  North  Parish 
in  said  town  chosen  by  said  town  and 
parish  do  agree  to  agree  on  sum  terms 
to  set  off  said  parish  from  said  town 
as  a  separate  district  have  met  and  do 
agree  to  set  off  said  parish  in  the 
following  manner  Viz.  they  the  said 
parish  to  pay  all  their  proportion  of 
the  town  debts  due  at  this  time  and 
all  town  charges  till  they  the  said 
parish  are  set  off  by  the  General 
Court  as  a  separate  district  from  said 
town.  Also  that  said  parish  pay  their 
proportional  part  to  support  the  poor 
of  said  town  till  the  close  of  the  war 
and  at  the  end  of  the  war  the  poor 
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THE  BETTMANN  ARCHIVE 


1812  POLITICAL  CARTOON  DEPICTING  THE  “GERRYMANDER". 
THE  SALAMANDER  SHAPED  REPRESENTATIVE  DISTRICT  WAS 
NAMED  FOR  GOVERNOR  ELBRIDGE  GERRY. 
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shall  be  divided  and  said  North  Parish 
shall  take  their  proportionable  part 
of  said  poor  agreeable  to  their  taxes 
and  that  the  said  poor  be  proportioned 
by  a  committee  chosen  by  said  town  and 
parish.  Viz.  said  town  to  choose  two 
men  to  be  on  said  committee  and  said 
parish  one  and  if  they  cannot  agree  on 
said  proportion  to  have  power  to 
submit  it  to  disinterested  men 
mutually  chosen  and  that  the  poor  be 
under  the  care  of  the  said  committee 
during  the  war  and  if  said  North 
Parish  request  it  they  to  take  their 
proportion  of  said  poor  and  support 
them  in  said  parish. 

First  the  Lynn-End  group  presented  the 
plan  to  its  constituents.  The  parish 
meeting  opened  on  the  afternoon  of  June  18, 
at  the  Old  Meeting  House.  Article  one  was 
the  election  of  Jonathan  Tarbel  as 
Moderator.  Following  this  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  to  the  "parsonage  house" 
immediately.  Why  this  action  was  taken  is 
not  known.  One  possibility  is  that  the 
building  was  under  repair,  A  month  earlier 
the  parish  voted  to  allow  the  Meeting  House 
to  be  cut  in  half,  to  add  fourteen  feet  in 
the  middle.  This  being  the  start  of 
summer,  work  could  have  been  under  way. 

When  the  meeting  was  continued,  the 
parish  voted  to  instruct  its  committee  to 
accept  the  agreed  proposals.  The  Lynn 
meeting  reconvened  the  following  day  when 
debate  on  the  subject  resumed.  Here  an 
amendment  was  added  to  assure  complete 
separation.  The  addition  stated  "said 
parish  to  give  up  all  their  right  in  any  of 
the  town  privileges  lying  and  being  in  the 
other  part  of  the  town."  Following  this, 
the  issue  was  approved  unanimously. 
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At  this  point  the  proposal  left  the 
local  meetings  and  went  to  the  legislature 
in  Boston.  On  June  22nd  the  Senate  granted 
the  North  Parish  the  right  to  become  a 
district,  and  the  House  concurred  on  the 
26th,  thus  clearing  the  way  for  final 
passage.  Apparently  two  choices  came 
forward  as  names  for  the  district.  The 
first  one,  "Lynnfield",  reflected  an 
historical  link  with  the  past,  while  the 
second,  "Milford",  would  be  in  keeping  with 
the  severing  of  legal  ties  and  would  signal 
a  new  beginning  as  a  distinct  community. 
The  latter  was  chosen,  and  on  June  27th  the 
Senate  passed  a  bill  creating  "Milford 
District”.  When  the  bill  arrived  in  the 
House  chambers  it  probably  was  realized 
that  the  legislature  had  created  a  town 
named  Milford  in  Worcester  County  only  two 
years  earlier.  In  any  event,  the  bill  was 
amended  to  read  "District  of  Lynnfield"  and 
it  was  adopted.  The  next  day  the  Senate 
accepted  the  amended  version.  On  July  2nd 
the  House  passed  the  final  engrossed  copy 
of  the  act.  The  next  morning,  on  July  3rd, 
the  Senate  followed  suit,  and  later  in  the 
day  it  was  signed  into  law  by  Governor  John 
Hancock,  officially  completing  the 

separation. 

Because  of  the  timing  of  these 

legislative  moves,  a  rare  combination  of 
names  appears  on  the  document  chartering 

our  new  district.  It  seems  appropriate 

that  this  act  "declaring  our  independence" 
from  Lynn  is  signed  not  only  by  John 
Hancock,  but  by  Senate  President  Sam  Adams, 
another  signer  of  the  nation's  Declaration 
of  Independence.  The  third  name  is  that  of 
House'  Speaker  Nathaniel  Gorham,  who  later 
signed  the  U.S.  Constitution  on  behalf  of 
Mnssachusct t s . 


11 


LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


The  process  was  completed  quickly,  as 
on  July  8  Lynn  Justice  of  the  Peace  John 
Flagg  brought  the  official  notice,  and 
instructed  the  district  to  hold  a  meeting 
to  elect  its  civil  officials.  One  week 
later,  on  the  15th,  Lynnfield  elected 
Daniel  Mansfield,  Moderator;  John  Bryant, 
Thomas  Townsend,  and  Nathaniel  Sherman  as 
the  first  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  a  full 
slate  of  other  town  officials  except  for  a 
school  committee.  The  first  school 
committee  was  elected  the  following  March. 

For  the  following  thirty-two  years, 
the  official  corporate  name  was  the 
"District  of  Lynnfield",  but  the  terms 
"district"  and  "town"  were  used  almost 
interchangeably.  At  times  in  the  official 
records,  the  clerk  might  refer  to  the  town 
meeting,  and  in  the  next  sentence  mention 
the  district  treasurer,  or  vice  versa.  In 
addition,  all  state  records,  including 
census  and  tax  rolls  list  the  "Town"  of 
Lynnfield.  Although  the  title  "town"  was 
officially  reserved  for  places  that  chose 
their  own  representatives,  it  was  the 
traditional  name  used  for  any  place  with 
this  particular  form  of  government. 
Therefore,  the  only  difference  between  a 
town  and  a  district  dealt  with 
representation,  and  both  had  identical 
governmental  set-ups.  Under  today's  laws, 
size  requirements  dictate  that  our  town 
must  join  with  a  neighboring  community  to 
elect  a  representative.  If  the  same 
terminology  were  still  in  use,  the  Town  of 
Lynnfield  would  again  be  known  as  the 
District  of  Lynnfield.  This,  of  course, 
would  not  make  it  a  part  of  Wakefield. 

If  there  is  any  doubt  about  complete 
separation  from  Lynn  during  this  time,  it 
can  be  cleared  up  by  reading  the  petition 
of  1814  when  the  District  decided  to  become 
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a  town.  The  reason  given  was  that  the  nine 
miles  to  Lynn  was  too  far  to  travel  to  vote 
for  representative.  The  district  was  then 
close  to  the  size  required  to  elect  its 
own.  To  make  it  absolutely  clear,  the  last 
paragraph  stated  "we  would  observe  that  the 
District  of  Lynnfield  has  no  connection 
with  the  Town  of  Lynn  excepting  in  the 
choice  of  representatives."  When  this 
petition  was  granted,  the  right  to  choose  a 
representative  was  extended  and  the  present 
title  went  into  effect.  It  made  little 
immediate  difference,  however,  as  the 
residents  still  had  to  wait  a  few  years 
until  the  official  census  before  the  first 
election  for  representative  could  be  held, 
and  the  Clerk  still  used  the  terms 
"district"  and  "town"  interchangeably.  All 
confusion  was  ended  twenty-one  years  later 
when  the  legislature  voted  to  call  all 
districts  "towns",  regardless  of  their 
representative  status. 

The  next  time  you  walk  by  the  Town 
Hall,  and  see  the  inscription  on  the  seal 
announcing  our  incorporation  as  a  district 
in  1782  and  as  a  town  in  1814,  you  will 
realize  that  the  former  date  is  the  more 
important  one.  We  have  governed  ourselves, 
made  our  own  laws,  elected  our  own 
officers,  and  paid  taxes  locally,  free  and 
independent  of  Lynn  or  any  other  community 
since  that  time,  and  on  July  3rd,  1982  we 
had  been  doing  it  for  two  hundred  years. 
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SOCCER  COMES 


TO  L  VIM  INI  FIELD 

A  casual  reader  of  the  sports  pages  In 
the  metropolitan  newspapers  in  the  post 
World  War  II  days  would  hardly  have  known 
that  soccer  existed  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  Actually  it  is  an  old  game  in  this 
region  although  little  publicized  of  late. 
It  has  been  reported  by  historians  that  the 
American  Indians  played  a  variant  of  the 
game  on  the  Lynn  and  Revere  beaches  during 
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the  period  when  the  first  European  settlers 
were  arriving.  Modern  type  soccer  games 
were  played  in  Boston  in  1862,  and  by  1894 
a  Boston  professional  team  joined  a  league 
sponsored  by  the  National  Baseball  League. 
In  the  years  that  followed,  there  were 
teams  all  over  New  England,  and,  just 
before  the  war,  our  neighboring  city  of 
Lynn  had  several  amateur  and  semi-pro 
teams. 

It  would  be  foolish  to  state  with 
certainty  when  soccer  first  came  to 
Lynnfield.  Writers  of  books  and  newspaper 
articles  often  use  the  word  "first"  when 
they  really  mean  "first,  to  my  knowledge". 
The  following  chronology  of  local  soccer 
can  therefore  be  described  as  covering  the 
earliest  recorded  information  and  the 
earliest  recollections  of  present 
residents. 

In  the  fall  of  1963,  as  interest  in 
youth  soccer  was  beginning  to  accelerate 
all  over  the  country,  three  informal  teams 
were  formed  by  the  students  at  Lynnfield 
High.  Captain  of  the  senior  class  team 
was  Mark  Pfyffer,  an  exchange  student  from 
Switzerland,  captain  of  the  junior  class 
team  was  Dick  Osberg,  and  captain  of  the 
freshman  class  team  was  Rick  Foulds. 
Apparently  the  sophomores  had  other 
interests.  It  was  from  this  activity  that 
the  movement  eventually  developed  to  add 
soccer  to  the  list  of  varsity  sports. 

On  July  2,  1964,  the  first  organized, 
inter-community  game  was  played  between 
the  Lynnfield  Bearcats  and  the  Revere  R. 
J.'s,  two  teams  of  boys  ranging  in  age  from 
9  to  .13.  The  Revere  team  which  was  brought 
to  town  by  Mr.  Sam  Foulds,  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Soccer  Hall  of  Fame,  defeated 
the  less  experienced  local  team  by  a  score 
of  2-0.  The  Bearcats  line-up  consisted  of 
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Alan  Foulds,  Brian  Hurley,  Fred  Wendt, 
Phillip  Bartlett,  William  Argonish,  Richard 
Johnson,  Mitchell  Jackson,  Phillip 
McFarland,  Douglas  Chaffee,  Scott 
Batchelder,  Jeffrey  Harbour,  Bruce 
Batchelder,  and  Roger  Harbour.  Unknown  to 
the  participants  at  that  time,  the  High 
School  Football  field  on  Main  St.  where  the 
game  was  played,  was  jealously  guarded  and 
was  off-limits  to  soccer  and  most  other 
sports  throughout  the  year. 

In  the  fall  of  1964,  Rick  Foulds 
organized  the  Lynnfield  Soccer  Club  which 
was  made  up  of  High  School  students.  The 
team  operated  without  a  coach  and  players 
bought  their  own  equipment.  When  the  team 
found  that  it  could  not  obtain  permission 
to  schedule  games  on  any  school  operated 
playgrounds,  It  went  to  the  Park  and 
Cemetery  Commission  whose  chairman,  Don 
Ross,  arranged  for  the  use  of  Newhall 
Park.  A  schedule  was  set  up  with  the  help 
of  Sam  Foulds  with  teams  from  Reading, 
Lowell,  Peabody,  St  John's  -  St.  Hugh's 
School,  and  a  new  team  in  the  formative 
stage  at  Boston  College. 

In  December,  it  was  reported  in  a 
local  newspaper  that  the  school  committee, 
on  the  recommmendation  of  the 
superintendent  ,  had  approved  soccer  as  a 
school  sport  for  the  fall  of  1965.  Because 
of  the  expected  start  of  a  school  team,  the 
Lynnfield  Soccer  Club  disbanded,  but  was 
hastily  reorganized  in  September  of  1965 
when  it  became  apparent  that  there  would  be 
no  school  team.  Again,  arrangements  were 
made  to  play  at  Newhall  Park.  Games  were 
scheduled  against  Boston  Latin  High,  Boston 
English  High,  Gordon  College  Junior 
Varsity,  Reading,  and  St.  John's  -  St 
Hugh's.  Lynnfield,  as  a  David  against  the 
Goliaths,  did  very  well  with  a  7-2-1 
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record.  The  Boston  School  teams  of  that 
era,  although  reconlzed  In  a  seml-offlcal 
manner,  faced  many  of  the  same  problems  as 
the  Lynnfield  club.  The  Boston  high  school 
athletic  departments  provided  each  team 
with  a  ball  and  second-hand  training 
shirts.  The  boys  carried  on  by  themselves 
from  there.  In  retrospect,  though,  maybe 
this  way  of  operating  was  superior  to 
today's  system  of  over-organization  of 
sports  by  adults. 

In  the  summer  of  1966,  several  members 
of  the  1965  team  represented  St.  Maria 
Goretti  and  won  the  Greater  Boston  CYO 
Tournament . 

Finally  in  the  autumn  of  1966  an 
offical  high  school  team  was  started.  The 
first  coach  was  Mr.  Paul  Dearborne.  Since 
it  was  too  late  to  join  a  league,  Lynnfield 
became  an  independent  team.  A  schedule  was 
arranged  with  Xavier,  in  addition  to 
Wakefield  High  and  several  other  Middlesex 
County  high  school  teams.  Playing  against 
the  generally  larger  schools  with 
established  teams,  the  Lynnfield  record  was 
sensational.  In  13  games  the  team  suffered 
only  one  defeat  and  had  a  season  total  of 
only  5  goals  scored  against  it.  The 
members  waited  expectantly  for  an 
invitation  to  the  state  tournament,  but 
unfortunately  the  team  was  not  considered 
because  it  had  mistakenly  been  classified 
as  a  junior  varsity  team  by  local  school 
officials.  Paul  Dearborne  left  Lynnfield 
at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  but  was 
succeeded  by  Arthur  McManus  and  then  Dave 
Wilson,  who  between  them  have  guided  the 
Lynnfield  High  team  to  several  successful 
seasons . 

Members  of  the  first  team  were,  Rick 
Foulds  (captain),  Harold  Bartlett,  Andy 
Moul,  Bob  McMahon,  Jerry  Resnick,  Eric 
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Reiss,  Bill  Schannen,  Steve  Weismantle, 
Steve  Rush,  Joe  Fuller,  Eric  Jordan,  Scott 
Campbell,  Bill  Lewis,  Ken  Rundie,  Ned  Rich, 
John  Rundie,  Roger  Batchelder,  Dan 
Scioletti,  Don  Anderson,  Greg  Nystedt, 
Scott  Holden,  and  Bob  Wendel. 

During  the  next  few  years,  interest  in 
soccer  continued  to  grow  nationwide  and,  in 
the  fall  of  1973,  the  Lynnfield  Recreation 
Commission  started  a  program  for  sixth, 
seventh,  and  eighth  grade  boys.  The 
following  year,  a  breakthrough  in  local 
sports  arrived  when  girls  were  allowed  to 
join  the  program  on  an  equal  footing  with 
boys.  The  four  girls  who  broke  the  sex 
barrier  were  Dianne  Foulds,  Patty  Bescher, 
Casey  Molloy,  and  Penny  Rebidue.  The 
Recreation  Commission  League  is  still 
operating  each  fall  but  with  separate 
divisions  for  boys  and  girls. 

In  the  spring  of  1976,  Alan  Foulds 
organized  the  Lynnfield  Soccer  Association 
to  provide  a  new  outlet  for  participation 
by  girls  (particularly  his  sister)  as  well 
as  boys.  The  boys  division  did  not 
materialize  the  first  year  but  five  teams 
of  Lynnfield  girls  were  joined  by  five 
teams  from  Peabody  and  played  a  complete 
schedule.  Lynnfield  coaches  that  season 
were  college  students  Dave  Brown,  Dave 
Levine,  Sharon  Murphy,  John  Moran,  and  Alan 
Foulds.  Another  college  student,  Kevin 
Canty,  Lynnfield’ s  sports  offical 
extrordinary  took  charge  of  the 
Association's  refereeing. 

The  following  year,  the  Lynnfield 
Soccer  Association  decided  to  run  one  older 
and  one  younger  division  with  each  team 
made  up  of  a  mixture  of  boys  and  girls  from 
Lynnfield  only.  Approximately  one  hundred 
boys  and  100  girls  were  registered. 
Additional  coaches  who  joined  that  year 


19 


LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


included  Sandy  Mitchell,  George  Meltzer, 
Bob  Brand,  Mike  Hickey,  Roger  Batchelder, 
Dave  McGlauflin,  Dave  Canavan,  Ed 
Pawlowski,  Jeff  Feinberg,  Brian  Cull,  and 
Eric  Davies. 

From  the  start,  the  policy  of  the 
Association  has  been  that,  as  nearly  as 
practical,  all  members  of  each  squad  should 
play  equal  amounts  of  time.  Other 
policies  which  set  the  Association  apart 
from  most  other  privately  run  sports 
organizations  was  the  strict  rule  that 
there  should  be  no  raffles,  tag  days, 
sales,  solicitations  of  businesses, 
acceptance  of  sponsorships,  collections,  or 
other  fund-raising  activities.  All 
expenses,  including  the  purchase  of 
individualized  team  shirts  which  became  the 
permanent  property  of  the  players  were  paid 
for  by  a  small  registration  fee.  After  six 
years  of  high  inflation  rates,  the  charge 
has  been  held  to  $5.00  per  player  compared 
with  the  costs  of  $25.00  to  $200.00  for 
other  sports.  Of  course,  all  officers, 
referees  and  coaches  have  been  volunteers, 
and  there  has  been  a  small  band  of  willing 
workers  to  put  up  the  nets  weekly  and 
perform  other  necessary  chores.  Every  year 
Kevin  Canty  has  come  forward  to  referee. 

Because  of  the  low  key  operation, 
there  has  been  little  discord.  The  only 
real  problem  occurred  a  few  years  ago  while 
the  Association  was  using  the  High  School 
soccer  field  on  Essex  Street,  at  that  time 
the  only  available  soccer  field  in  town.  A 
few  days  before  the  season  was  to  begin, 
the  school  administration  suddenly 
recommended  that  the  field  be  closed  for 
the  spring.  After  a  spirited  discussion, 
the  School  Committee  by  a  3  to  2  vote 
saved  the  program  for  the  children.  The 
following  year,  the  games  were  transferred 
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to  a  new  field  established  at  Jordan  Park 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Works. 

In  1982,  as  the  Lynnfield  Soccer 
Association  entered  its  seventh  year,  Alan 
Foulds  stepped  down  as  commissioner  and 
became  an  advisor.  His  place  has  been 
taken  by  his  sister  Dianne  Foulds  who 
started  as  a  player  then  continued  as  a 
coach.  A  feature  of  the  1982  uniforms  has 
bden  the  addition  of  shoulder  patches 
proclaiming  "Lynnfield  **  Two  Centuries". 
These  were  actually  purchased  last  year  in 
anticipation  of  the  bicentennial  before  the 
logo  "Lynnfield  200"  was  adopted. 

In  recent  years,  independent  traveling 
teams  for  older  youths  have  supplemented 
the  Association  ef fort s. . Three  teams  for 
boys  were  run  at  different  times  by  David 
Levine,  George  Meltzer,  and  Pierre  Nel.  A 
team  for  high  school  age  girls  was 
organized  by  Alan  Foulds.  History  seemed 
to  repeat  itself  as  the  formation  of  the 
girl's  team  eventually  led  to  the 
introduction  of  girl's  soccer  as  a  high 
school  sport. 

It  is  great  to  see  that  soccer  is  now 
almost  universally  accepted  even  in  those 
school  systems  where  there  was  once  such 
strong  official  oppositionf rom  vested 
interests  in  other  sports,  but  for  those 
associated  with  soccer  in  past  decades, 
acceptance  somehow  seems  to  have  taken  away 
the  old  charisma. 
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IIM  CAMP  AT 


LVNN  FIELD 


"I  have  seen  Him  in  the  watchfires 
of  a  hundred  circling  camps. 

They  have  builded  Him  an  altar  in 
the  evening  dews  and  damps, 

I  can  read  His  righteous  sentence 
by  the  dim  and  flaring  lamps, 

His  day  is  marching  on!" 


At  a  time  when  Julia  Ward  Howe's 
stirring  hymn  was  making  its  debut  in 
Atlantic  magazine,  and  the  nation  seemed  in 
danger  of  being  ripped  apart,  every  town 
across  the  countryside  was  touched  by  the 
events  of  the  day  in  one  way  or  another. 
Its  farmlands  may  have  been  transformed 
into  battlefields,  or  maybe  it  watched  a 
large  segment  of  its  population  march  off 
to  the  front.  Lynnfield  was  no  exception. 
For  seventeen  months,  the  heretofore  sleepy 
crossroads  village  of  South  Lynnfield 
became  one  of  the  major  centers  of  the 
'great  recruitment'.  Before  the  final  tent 
was  taken  down  at  the  civil  war  camp  on  the 
banks  of  Suntaug  lake,  Lynnfield  would  see 
considerable  excitement  within  its 
borders.  Nine  regiments  of  Union  troops 
would  be  trained  here,  the  Governor  would 
make  several  visits,  the  Adjutant  General 
of  the  state  militia  would  set  up  temporary 
headquarters,  and  a  U.S.  Senator,  soon  to 
be  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
would  take  up  residence.  Also,  the  town's 
population  would  swell  to  heights  only 
recently  surpassed.  As  hundreds  of  the 
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Commonwealth's  men  "tented  on  the  old 
campground"  before  going  off  to  battle,  a 
certain  nostalgia  grew  up  around  the 
earliest  days  of  their  enlistment.  As 
their  stories  are  later  told,  and  recorded 
in  diaries,  their  days  in  camp  are  often 
included.  By  reading  these  journals.it  is 
quite  evident  that  Lynnfield  had  become  a 
part  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  story  begins  on  May  23,  1861  as 

the  Governor  was  empowered  to  set  up  a  camp 
or  camps  for  the  recruitment  of  men  to 
serve  in  the  Union  army.  The  quota  for 
Massachusetts  had  been  set  at  six 
regiments,  so  the  original  plan  called  for 
the  troops  to  be  trained  at  one  centralized 
location.  Because  of  the  time  constraint 
and  the  ever-present  political  haggling, 
this  plan  was  having  a  difficult  time 
coming  to  fruition.  As  a  stop-gap  measure, 
Long  Island  and  Fort  Warren  in  Boston 
Harbor  would  be  used  temporarily.  In 
addition,  a  suitable  field  was  to  be  found 
near  Springfield.  Finally  it  was  decided 
to  set  up  a  separate  training  area  for  each 
of  the  six  new  regiments,  so  three  more 
camps  were  created.  In  North  Cambridge, 
Camp  Cameron,  named  for  Secretary  of  War 
Simon  Cameron, was  set  up.  Another  camp  was 
established  in  West  Roxbury  and  named  for 
Governor  Andrew.  The  third,  Camp  Old 
Colony,  was  placed  in  Taunton. 

As  the  war  progressed,  it  became 
quickly  apparent  that  more  troops  would  be 
needed.  A  new  order  went  out  requiring  the 
state  to  come  up  with  an  additional  ten 
regiments,  and  to  begin  preparations  for 

more  beyond  that.  It  was  evident  that  the 
facilities  in  use,  both  permanent  and 

temporary,  would  not  be  adequate.  A  search 
began  immediately  for  available  and 

convenient  sites.  Fort  Independence  on 


2A 


IN  CAMP  AT  LYNNFIELD 


Castle  Island  was  the  first  pressed  into 
service,  while  new  areas  were  being  opened 
up.  Camp  Lincoln  was  placed  in  Worcester, 
Camps  Brigham  and  Massasoit  in  Readville, 
Camp  Chase  in  Lowell  and  Camp  Reed  in 
Springfield. 

The  location  considered  the  best  by 
the  military  hierarchy  was  a  spot  found  in 
Lynnfield.  It  had  easy  access  to  the 
Newburyport  Turnpike  and  the  South  Reading 
Railroad.  Water  would  be  plentiful  as  it 
sat  next  to  a  pond.  Also,  the  terrain  was 
perfectly  suited  for  their  needs.  The  main 
portion  consisted  of  a  large  field  where 
the  tents  and  buildings  could  be  erected. 
The  area  was  surrounded  by  woods,  that 
could  be  used  for  training  purposes^ 

On  July  10,  1861,  Colonel  Lyman  Dyke, 
of  Stoneham,  the  man  appointed  as 
Commander,  moved  into  town  at  his  newly 
christened  'Camp  Schouler'.  Following  the 
relatively  new  tradition  of  using  these 
facilities  to  honor  various  political  and 
military  leaders,  the  camp  was  named  for 
the  Adjutant  General  of  the  state  militia, 
William  Schouler.  The  area  used  for  the 
tents  and  buildings  was  bordered  on  the 
north  by  what  is  today  approximately  the 
town  line  between  Lynnfield  and  Peabody. 
The  southern  end  was  roughly  where  the 
depot  stood,  or  the  1982  location  of  Route 
128.  The  bulk  of  the  camp  was  on  the 
western  side  of  the  turnpike,  although 
there  was  some  spillover  across  the  road. 
The  paths  between  the  tents  ran  at  right 
angles  to  the  highway,  down  to  the  lake, 
and  were  given  names  such  as  Merrimac 
Street,  Peanut  Row,  Rue  Di  Vichi,  and  Dolan 
Avenue.  This  same  day,  the  17th  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  J.C.  Armory 
arrived.  This  group  was  comprised  of  ten 
companies  with  such  colorful  names  as  'The 


25 


LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


City  Grays',  'Foster  Guards',  'British 
Volunteers',  'Saunders  Guards',  and  'Malden 
Light  Infantry'. 

Thirteen  days  later  Colonel  Edward 
Hinks'  19th  regiment  moved  in.  One  of  the 
men  in  the  group,  John  G.  B.  Adams,  who  had 
recently  been  promoted  to  corporal, 
describes  in  his  account  of  camp  life,  that 
each  tent  housed  ten  men,  and  had  three 
windows.  "They  were  of  the  Silsby  type." 
He  says  most  of  the  troops  were  quite  naive 
in  the  ways  of  the  military,  but  were  eager 
to  follow  orders.  He  includes  himself  in 
this  grouping.  One  day  he  was  told  to  post 
his  men  on  guard.  When  he  discovered  that 
he  had  one  more  man  than  posts,  he  told  the 
extra  to  stand  guard  at  the  rear  of  the  ice 
house.  When  questioned  about  this  by  his 
superiors,  he  responded  that  he  was  ordered 
to  use  all  his  men  and  he  didn't  want  to 
break  an  order.  That  night  one  of  the  men 
in  his  charge  said  he  needed  water.  When 
he  told  the  soldier  that  he  couldn't  leave 
the  tent  he  offered  to  "fetch  it  for  him". 
This  began  a  chain  reaction,  which  caused 
him  to  spend  the  night  bringing  water  to 
his  men.  He  ends  his  narrative  by  saying 
"Oh  how  I  long  for  the  freedom  of  being  a 
private." 

On  August  28th  these  first  two 

regiments  ended  their  stay  at  the  camp  and 
began  preparations  for  traveling  to  the 
front.  At  3  P.M.  they  formed  a  line  and 
were  presented  with  the  state  colors. 

Following  the  ceremony  they  boarded  the 
train  and  began  their  journey  south. 

-  During  the  earliest  days  of  Camp 
Schouler,  Senator  Henry  Wilson  was 

beginning  his  involvement  in  the 
recruitment  program.  Wilson,  who  had 

become  chairman  of  the  Senate  Military 
Committee,  would,  eight  years  later,  be 
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elected  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  serving  under  Ulysses  S.  Grant.  He 
had  been  present  at  the  Battle  of  Bull  Run 
and  was  convinced  that  the  army  needed 
bolstering.  On  his  return  to  Washington  he 
said  "We  want  more  men;  we  must  go  to  work 
for  them;  and  just  as  soon  as  possible,  I 
intend  to  raise  a  regiment  in 
Massachusetts."  Following  his  speech, 
President  Lincoln  asked  that  he  accept  an 
appointment  as  Brigadier-General  of 
Volunteers.  Wilson  declined,  saying  that 
he  preferred  to  remain  in  the  Senate,  but 
he  would  carry  out  his  original  intention 
or  raising  a  regiment.  On  returning  home 
he  obtained  special  permission  from  the 
Governor.  It  was  expressly  agreed, 
however,  that  he  would  act  as  Colonel  only 
during  the  recruitment  and  training 
period.  To  remain  as  a  Senator  he  would 
have  to  find  an  able  commander  to  take  his 
place.  He  began  his  recruitment  by  holding 
rallies  at  Faneuil  Hall.  Forty  days  later 
he  had  raised  two  thousand,  three  hundred 
men  consisting  of  farmers,  mechanics,  and 
tradesmen. 

On  September  2nd,  Senator  Wilson 
arrived  in  Lynnfield  with  his  men,  and 
reported  to  Commander  Dyke.  This  was  not 
Wilson's  first  trip  to  town  as  he  had 
stayed  here  as  a  youth  when  travelling  on 
the  Newburyport  Turnpike.  John  Parker, 
historian  of  the  22nd  regiment  describes 
the  situation  as  follows: 

A  camp  had  been  established  in 
Lynnfield,  twelve  miles  from  Boston, 
near  the  once  famous  Lynnfield  Hotel. 
Here  in  former  days,  a  race  track  had 
been  located,  and  the  level  field  made 
an  admirable  camping  place,  and 
afforded  ample  room  for  drilling. 
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Other  regiments  had  been  raised  and 
drilled  here,  and  the  camp  was  in  the 
charge  of  Colonel  Lyman  Dyke,  when  on 
the  2nd  of  September,  1861,  the 
companies  that  became  the  22nd 
regiment  went  into  camp  and  the  real 
history  of  the  organization  began. 
The  state  had  erected  cook-houses  and 
pitched  tents;  and  the  recruits  were 
instructed  in  the  first  duties  of  a 
soldier’s  life  with  none,  or  very  few, 
of  the  hardships  with  which  they  later 
became  familiar. 

Within  the  next  week  the  camp  began  to 
fill  up.  The  first  and  second  Andrew 
Sharpshooters  arrived  as  well  as  the 
Westborough  Band.  On  September  6  the  third 
light  battery  made  its  appearance.  As  the 
days  passed,  the  group  began  to  show  signs 
of  real  organization.  "Wilson’s  Regiment" 
as  the  22nd  was  to  be  affectionately 
called,  was  divided  into  ten  companies, 
known  as  'Washington  Light  Guard' , 
’Wardwell's  Company',  'Gordon  Guards', 
'Everett  Guard',  'Thompson  Guards', 
'Paine's  Company',  'Brewer  Guard',  'Woburn 
Union  Guard',  Wellington  Guard',  and 
'McClellan  Guard'.  On  September  26th,  the 
horses  for  the  cavalry  arrived.  The 
following  day  the  men  were  issued  their 
Enfield  rifles. 

As  the  22nd  regiment  was  part  of  the 
second  group  of  trainees,  the  initial 
excitement  which  followed  the  17th  and  19th 
into  camp  was  not  in  evidence.  Military 
discipline  was  lacking.  Lieutenant  Salter 
of  'H'  company  one  day  was  looking  for  the 
guard  he  had  posted.  When  he  found  him  in 
his  tent,  the  lieutenant  demanded  to  know 
why  he  wasn't  still  at  his  post.  The 
private  replied,  "Look  here  Salter.  Don't 
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talk  to  me  that  way  or  I  won’t  do  any  guard 
duty  for  you  at  all.” 

On  October  8th  the  time  arrived  for 
Henry  Wilson  and  his  22nd  regiment  to  leave 
Lynnfield  and  move  on  to  the  battle  front. 
At  four  in  the  morning  the  tents  came 
down.  A  light  rain  tended  to  add  to  the 
depression  of  the  day.  Previous  to  the 
closing  ceremonies,  some  of  the  men  closest 
to  the  Acting  Colonel,  Senator  Wilson, 
presented  him  with  a  Morgan  horse  "with 
saddle  and  housings".  Upon  presentation  he 
was  told  that  the  gift  was  testimonial  of 
their  confidence  and  regard. 

A  little  after  seven  o'clock  the  men 
began  boarding  a  special  train  at  the 
Lynnfield  Depot  and  headed  for  Boston. 
Wilson  left  with  his  men  and  gave  a 
farewell  speech  on  Boston  Common  before 
turning  command  over  to  Colonel  Jesse  Gove. 

The  camp  did  not  remain  idle  very 
long.  Ten  days  later,  on  October  18,  a 
third  group  moved  into  place,  as  a  part  of 
General  Burnside's  special  command  marched 
into  camp  under  the  banner  of  the  23rd 
regiment.  This  group,  with  Colonel  John 
Kurtz  as  its  leader,  would  be  the  last  to 
arrive  in  Lynnfield  in  1861,  and  the  final 
group  of  trainees  at  the  camp  under  its 
original  name. 

Hubert  Valentine,  one  of  the  men  of 
company  '  F '  says,  "Life  at  Camp  Schouler 
was  as  enjoyable  as  visiting  friends,  and 
the  keen  sense  of  a  new  existence  could 
possibly  make  it.”  He  does  go  on  however, 
to  describe  some  of  the  drawbacks: 

It  was  not  always  agreeable  to  be 
aroused  from  sleep  on  those  breezy 
November  mornings,  simply  to  assure 
the  orderly,  when  he  kindly  inquired, 
that  we  were  all  present  and  accounted 
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for.  It  was  irksome  for  freeborn 
American  citizens  to  be  called  to 
church,  to  visit  the  surgeon,  to  get 
ready  for  fatigue,  guard,  or  dress 
parade,  to  go  to  bed,  in  short,  to 
perform  all  the  varied  duties  of  the 
camp,  to  the  everlasting  tap-tap  of 
the  drum... I  do  not  know  that  we  ever 
complained  at  being  called  to  our 
meals  by  the  resonant  vibrations  of 
the  sheepskin,  but  we  might  have 
complained  that  the  musicians 
persisted  in  announcing  dinner  by 
calling  roast  beef  when  the  commissary 
had  provided  only  salt  horse  and  hard 
tack. 

Throughout  the  summer  and  fall,  the 
afternoons  seemed  to  bring  a  throng  of 
visitors.  It  apparently  became  "the  thing 
to  do"  for  villagers  in  the  adjacent 
communities  to  stop  in  and  see  how  camp 
life  was  progressing.  Several  times  the 
guests  outnumbered  the  inhabitants.  The 
main  attraction  would  come  late  in  the  day 
as  the  regimental  band  would  perform. 

Other  visitors,  aside  from  admiring 

friends  and  relatives,  as  well  as  curiosity 
seekers,  made  their  appearance  at  South 

Lynnfield.  On  October  26th,  Doctor 
Worcester  and  Mr.  Ives  of  the  Bible  Society 
visited  camp  and  distributed  their 

testaments.  On  the  28th,  Governor  Andrew 
made  one  of  his  frequent  stops  and  gave  a 
short  address. 

Many  of  the  lighter  incidents  of  camp 
life  were  forgotten  as  the  dark  days  of  the 
war  progressed.  Many  however,  did  survive, 
and  made  it  into  the  diaries  of  the 
soldiers.  One  describes  how  a  comrade, 

although  loyal  to  the  cause,  detested  the 
regimentation  of  army  life.  Any  chance  he 
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had  to  be  out  of  step,  or  late  for  an 
appearance,  he  would  do  so.  One  particular 
day  he  had  maneuvered  himself  out  of 
position  during  a  march.  The  officer  in 
charge,  who  had  grown  tired  of  his  antics, 
snapped  at  the  soldier,  "Smith,  where  do 
you  belong?"  He  replied  "Ipswich,  sir." 

As  the  10th  of  November  arrived,  the 
final  Sunday  at  camp  for  the  23rd,  the  area 
again  was  crowded  with  visitors.  Special 
services  were  conducted  by  Reverend  George 
Wildes,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  was  devoted 
to  farewells  and  parties.  Valentine  says 
the  regiment  "was  light-hearted  and  full  of 
hope,  but  for  the  friends  whom  they  were  to 
leave  behind,  it  was  a  day  of  sadness,  with 
many,  deep  foreboding." 

The  next  day  the  men  were  awakened  at 
A  A.M.  during  a  light  rain  and  broke  camp. 
As  their  predecessors,  they  boarded  the 
trains  at  Lynnfield  Depot  following  the 
closing  ceremonies. 

As  winter  closed  in,  operations  at  the 
camp  were  shut  down.  During  this  period  as 
the  President  was  calling  for  still  more 
troops,  Massachusetts  was  finally  able  to 
put  together  its  plan  for  a  consolidated 
recruitment  center.  Actually,  instead  of 
the  original  proposal  calling  for  one 
location,  it  was  revised  so  that  two  camps 
would  serve  the  purpose  of  raising  new 
regiments.  A  new  location  was  found  in 
Worcester  to  serve  the  western  half  of  the 
state,  and  was  named  for  Major  General 
Woll.  It  was  decided  to  place  the  eastern 
camp  at  South  Lynnfield.  Although  the  site 
that  had  been  utilized  a  year  previously 
was  chosen,  it  was  given  a  new  name  on  May 
29th,  honoring  the  recently  appointed 
Secretary  of  War,  Edwin  Stanton.  On  May 
31st  Albert  Maggi,  of  New  Bedford  arrived 
to  take  command,  and  put  up  at  the  hotel 
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until  the  troops  and  supplies  arrived  four 
days  later.  During  his  tenure,  he  would 
see  three  regiments  transformed  from  green 
recruits  to  a  new  part  of  the  Union  Army, 
as  the  33rd,  34th,  and  35th  entered  the 

camp,  trained,  and  departed.  Throughout 
the  summer  of  1862,  as  the  year  before,  the 
town  bustled  with  the  exuberance  of  the 

encampment.  In  fact  this  second  year 
probably  brought  a  higher  degree  of 
enthusiasm  from  the  general  public,  as  this 
was  the  only  site  of  its  kind  in  the 

eastern  half  of  the  state.  Every  day  saw 
hundreds  of  people  depart  from  the  trains 
at  the  South  Reading  Railroad  depot  in 

Lynnfield,  while  many  others  came  by  way  of 
the  turnpike.  Some  came  for  the  day  to 
watch  the  various  drills  and  marches,  while 
others  came  for  longer  periods,  camping  out 
on  the  perimeters,  or  finding  lodging 
within  neighboring  residences.  On  Sunday, 
when  the  area  clergy  would  vie  for  the 

honor  of  presenting  the  service,  it  would 
not  be  uncommon  for  the  attendance  to  be  in 
excess  of  ten  thousand.  During  this  period 
the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Massachusetts 
Militia  set  up  his  base  of  operations  here 
to  be  closer  to  the  action.  Governor 
Andrew  also  spent  as  much  time  at  Camp 
Stanton  as  possible,  often  visiting  more 
than  once  a  week.  While  here,  he  would 
address  the  troops  and  the  visitors  in  an 
attempt  to  kindle  enthusiasm.  Adding  to 
the  excitement  were  the  expeditions  made  by 
the  men  as  they  practiced  their  military 
skills.  They  would  often  be  seen  running 
through  the  fields  or  marching  down  the 
town  streets.  One  particular  trial  run 
included  the  scenario  that  Lynnfield  had 
been  taken  over  by  the  Confederates.  These 
occurrences  also  added  grist  to  the  rumor 
mill,  as  one  time  it  was  thought  by  some  of 
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the  townspeople  that  Jefferson  Davis 
himself  had  been  secreted  here. 

As  the  Civil  War  moved  toward  its 
third  year,  it  was  not  as  easy  nor  as 
necessary  to  recruit  large  masses  of  new 
troops,  and  the  need  for  the  special 
recruitment  and  training  camps  diminished. 
With  the  arrival  of  autumn,  the  time  came 
for  the  army  to  move  on.  As  the  tent 
stakes  were  pulled  and  cook-houses  came 
down,  the  throngs  of  visitors  dissipated. 
The  tiny  village,  which  for  a  brief  moment 
in  history  had  grown  as  large  as  some  of 
New  England’s  biggest  cities,  began  a  creep 
back  into  obscurity.  The  deafening  roar  of 
artillery  heard  throughout  the  town  every 
dawn  and  dusk  had  become  but  a  memory  to 
the  inhabitants  left  behind.  In  short 
order,  all  signs  of  camp  life  were  gone. 
Two  permanent  structures  that  had  existed 
before  the  encampment  have  also  since 
departed  the  scene.  The  hotel  burned  about 
thirty  years  later,  and  the  private 
residence  that  according  to  Hr.  Elmer 
French  was  used  as  camp  headquarters  was 
moved  to  Phillips  Road  in  the  center  of 
town.  As  this  move  was  taking  place  during 
the  construction  of  the  Route  1  and  128 
interchange  in  1959,  a  belt  buckle  was 
unearthed  bearing  the  inscription,  "Hass. 
17th  infantry". 

While  the  rains  helped  the  grass  creep 
back  over  the  drilling  fields  and  time 
wiped  away  other  visible  signs  that 
anything  extraordinary  had  taken  place 
here,  ,  the  stories  of  the  people  who  had 
been  a  part  of  it  would  be  told  to  their 
children  and  to  their  children's  children. 
To  most,  our  town  would  give  the  outward 
appearance  of  an  unassuming  community  of 
farmers.  To  some,  the  name  would  not  mean 
anything  at  all,  but  to  those  involved. 
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"Lynnfield”  would  forever  stir  the 
bittersweet  memories  of  the  earliest  days 
of  the  war  between  the  states. 


35 


LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


36 


FROM 


GRANTS  ... 

TO  LVNN  FIELD 


The  area  which  makes  up  present  day 
Lynnfield  has  been  known  by  many  names 
since  the  first  European  settlers  arrived. 

In  the  mid  sixteen-thirties,  several 
individuals  received  large  tracts  of  land 
hereabouts  from  the  "Governor  and  the 
Company  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New 
England”  which  held  a  royal  charter  for  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  region.  "The  Grants"  were 
not  part  of  an  incorporated  town  until  1638 
when  Lynn's  boundaries  were  extended  six 
miles  into  the  country.  To  differentiate 
it  frpm  the  rest  of  the  town,  this  section 
was  at  first  referred  to  as  the  North  Part 
or  the  Northwest  Part  of  Lynn,  and  later 
was  called  Lynn  End  or  Lynn  Farms. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  when 
the  local  Meeting  House  was  eventually 
built  and  a  separate  parish  set  up,  a 
permanent  name  would  follow,  but  such  was 
not  the  case.  After  receiving  approval 
from  the  Town  of  Lynn,  a  petition  was 
presented  to  the  Ceneral  Court  which 
resulted  in  the  passing  of  an  order  on 
October  16,  1713  creating  the  "Lynn  North 

Precinct".  Actually,  additional  orders  had 
to  be  passed  by  the  General  Court  in  1717 
and  1718  to  complete  the  organization  of 
the  new  precinct  in  order  to  solve  the 
problem  of  fourteen  petitioners  who  stated 
in  part,  "...  the  petitioners  are 
necessitated  to  provide  Ministers  in  said 
Meeting  House  hither  unto  at  their  own  cost 
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and  charge,  without  any  help,  that  what  the 
rest  of  the  precinct  have  thought  fit  to 
contribute,  which  has  been  very  little." 

A  reading  of  the  official  records, 
starting  with  the  Lynn  Farms  Precinct  Book, 
shows  that  formal  recognition  did  not  bring 
a  stable  name.  In  turn,  there  are 
references  to  the  North  Precinct,  the 
Northwesterly  Precinct,  the  Northwest 
Precinct,  the  North  Precinct  (again),  and 
then  in  1768  to  the  North  Parish  which 
survived  for  fourteen  years  (except  for  a 
relapse  to  the  North  Precinct  terminology 
in  the  1771-74  era.) 

Finally,  in  1782  the  North  Parish  was 
separated  from  Lynn  and  incorporated  as  an 
independent  community.  As  far  as  the  name 
was  concerned,  however,  there  was  one  last 
bit  of  confusion.  The  bill  for  the 
separation  as  originally  enacted  by  the 
Senate,  called  the  new  district  "Milford". 
The  bill  was  subsequently  amended  to  change 
"Milford"  to  "Lynnfield"  and,  when  it  was 
approved  by  Governor  John  Hancock,  on  July 
3,  1782,  there  was  finally  established  a 
name  which  was  to  last. 
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As  the  midnight  special  passes  the 
crossing,  a  long  blast  of  the  whistle  is 
let  loose.  The  familiar  noise  echoes 
across  the  marsh  through  the  heavy  summer 
air  to  be  heard  on  the  porches  and  in  the 
open-windowed  bedrooms  within  earshot. 
After  passing  through  town,  the  late-night 
freight  clatters  onward.  Sometime  later  a 
faraway  horn  is  distinguishable  among  the 
chirping  of  the  crickets,  giving  a  hint  of 
its  distance.  As  the  sound  of  the  night 
visitor  Is  followed  off  Into  the  darkness, 
only  the  most  insensitive  among  us  are  not 
moved  at  least  a  little.  Whether  it 
conjures  up  ghosts  of  the. past,  or  possibly 
dreams  of  travel,  a  wistful  feeling  is 
evoked . 

Modes  of  transportation  have  always 
carried  with  them  an  aura  of  romance.  It 
is  especially  true  when  dealing  with  those 
which  are  no  longer  prevalent.  Traveling 
by  stage  somehow  seems  more  exciting  than 
by  M.B.T.A.  bus,  and  riding  on  a  steam 
locomotive  is  definitely  preferred  to  the 
commuter  line.  This  will  not  be  true  when 
these  newer  methods  pass  from  existence. 
They  too  will  become  nostalgia,  summoning 
long  forgotten  thoughts.  The  element  of 
excitement  comes  not  from  concrete  evidence 
that  life  in  that  other  world  was  better, 
but  from  the  accompanying  dreams  of  what 
was,  and  what  may  have  been.  We  are 
lucky.  With  Lynnfield's  diverse  history  in 
transportation,  there  exists  an  ample 
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supply  of  dreams  to  choose  from. 

In  the  early  days  of  our  town,  the 
newest  breakthrough  In  transportation  was 

"the  Turnpike".  The  first  in  Massachusetts 
appeared  in  1796  and  ten  years  later  the 
number  had  increased  to  forty-two.  The 

first  seventeen  were  simply  given  numbers, 
but  from  that  point,  names  were  given  to 
the  roads.  They  were  all  set  up  under 
strict  guidelines  of  the  legislature.  If 

after  twenty  years  of  operation  the 

turnpike  had  not  recovered  its  initial 
investment  plus  an  additional  12%  the  state 
reserved  the  right  to  dissolve  the 
operating  company  and  turn  its  assets  over 
to  the  public. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  19th  century, 
discussions  began  over  the  possibility  of 
building  a  road  from  Newburyport  to 
Boston.  Although  an  alternate  proposal  was 
made  to  place  the  southern  terminus  at 
Salem  where  it  would  connect  with  the  new 
Salem  Turnpike,  the  original  plan  was 
eventually  decided  upon.  On  March  8,  1803 

the  General  Court  approved  the 
incorporation  of  the  "Newburyport  Turnpike 
Corporation" . 

♦ 

At  the  head  of  State  Street  so 
called  in  Newburyport  and  from 
thence  to  be  continued  in  a  course 
south  24  degrees  west  as  nearly  as 
possible,  through  the  towns  of 
Newbury,  Rowley,  Ipswich, 

Topsfield,  Danvers,  Lynnfield, 
Lynn,  Malden,  and  Chelsea  to  the 
Chelsea  Bridge  so-called,  the  said 
road  to  be  as  nearly  in  a 
straight  line  as  practicable  from 
the  head  of  State  Street  in 
Newburyport  to  Chelsea  Bridge. 
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TICKET  USED  ON  THE  "SOUTH  READING  BRANCH  RAILROAD", 
GOOD  FOR  ONE  PASSAGE  BETWEEN  SALEM  AND  LYNN FIELD. 
USED  IN  THE  1840'S,  ITS  WORN  APPEARANCE  STEMS  FROM 
THE  FACT  THAT  IT  WAS  USED  OVER  AND  OVER  AGAIN. 
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Shortly  afterward,  Judge  William  Tudor 
of  Boston  was  elected  as  the  first 
president  and  on  August  23,  work  was 
started  on  the  Newburyport  end.  Payment 
for  employment  on  the  road  crews  was  set  at 
$1  a  day  and  1/2  pint  of  West  Indian  rum. 

By  November,  four  miles  were  built  and 
a  year  later  work  was  completed  to  Malden. 
In  Lynnfield,  fifty-three  acres  were 
purchased  and  a  hotel  was  constructed  for 
$19,347.  It  included  ice  houses,  stables, 
and  a  blacksmith  shop.  A  similar  complex 
was  built  farther  north  in  Topsfield  for 
$22,2  96.  The  turnpike  was  measured  with 
mile  markers,  of  which  two  were  within  the 
boundaries  of  Lynnfield.  One,  referred  to 
as  "South  Lynnfield  Village  Stone"  marked 
eleven  miles  to  Boston  and  twenty-one  to 
Newburyport.  The  other  was  a  mile  south 
"by  the  entrance  to  the  path  that  leads  to 
the  Lynn  wolf  pits". 

When  the  turnpike  opened  it  had  three 
toll  booths.  Chelsea  gate  was  number  one. 
This  was  located  in  what  is  today  the  Town 
of  Saugus  at  approximately  the  site  of  the 
Felton  Street  and  Turnpike  intersection. 
It  was  manned  at  various  times  by  Cornelius 
Felton,  David  Williams,  and  Daniel 
Collins.  The  second  gate  was  in  Topsfield, 
while  the  third  was  in  Newburyport. 

A  carriage  with  four  wheels  and  drawn 
by  four  horses  was  charged  2 5<£ .  One  pulled 
by  only  two  horses  had  to  pay  15 i,  A  one 
horse  chaise  paid  10<*,  and  a  person  on  a 
horse  paid  Animals  were  also  charged. 
The  fare  was  li  for  neat  cattle,  and  sheep 
were  3 6  a  dozen.  No  toll  could  be  assessed 
against  a  person  on  foot,  anyone  travelling 
to  public  worship  within  the  town,  or  one 
going  to  daily  labor  or  military  service. 

Within  a  short  time  problems  arose  in 
trying  to  enforce  the  fares.  Half  tolls 
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were  constructed  at  Ipswich,  Rowley,  and 
Newbury  and  the  fine  for  non-payment  was 
set  between  ten  and  fifty  dollars.  This 
did  little  to  solve  the  problem,  however. 
With  thirty-eight  public  crossings  it  was 
not  difficult  to  miss  a  toll  booth. 

To  help  pay  for  the  large  start-up 
expenses  of  the  operation  and  to  offset  the 
maintenance  costs,  the  corporation 
succeeded  in  convincing  the  Eastern  Stage 
Company  to  operate  a  line  on  the  road.  At 
first  it  ran  from  Newburyport  to  North 
Topsfield,  but  later  completed  the  trip  to 
Boston.  A  one-way  fare  on  the  regular 
coach  was  $2.  If  one  wanted  to  ride  on  the 
mail  stage,  presumably  a  faster  journey, 
the  price  was  increased  to  $2.50.  The 

operation  did  not  last  long  as  the 

"Eastern"  returned  to  the  less  hilly  shore 
route  that  its  competitors  were  using. 
This  was  just  one  more  blow  to  the 

financially  troubled  outfit.  From  the  date 
that  the  first  toll  was  collected,  February 
11,  1805,  to  the  end  of  the  first  year, 

revenues  were  $2,485  while  maintenance 
costs  ran  about  $3,000.  The  second  year 

was  only  slightly  better  as  costs  matched 
revenues.  The  total  income  by  1818  was 

$51,612.  With  an  initial  investment  of 

$480,000  it  was  easy  to  see  the  trouble 
that  the  Newburyport  Turnpike  was  in. 
Throughout  the  next  five  years  the 
corporation  took  steps  to  cut  its  losses. 
In  July  of  1823  both  hotels  were  sold.  The 
establishment  in  Lynnfield  went  for  $2550, 
or  about  one  seventh  of  its  original 

value.  During  the  next  three  decades 
various  pieces  of  the  road  were  opened  to 
the  public.  On  May  10,  1849  the  stretch 

between  Rowley  and  Lynnfield  reverted  to 
the  county  and  by  1851  the  rest  was 
completely  free. 
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Although  the  Newburyport  Turnpike 
Corporation  passed  Into  history,  the  road 
itself  lives  on.  On  November  6,  1921  the 
state  highway  commission  began  a 
reconstruction  project  to  meet  the  needs  of 
"modern  motor  traffic".  A  force  of  two 
hundred-fifty  men  were  employed 
continuously  for  over  a  year  at  a  cost  of 
one  million  dollars.  The  renovated  highway 
was  opened  to  the  public  on  Sunday  November 
4,  1922.  In  the  years  since,  the  face  of 
the  highway  has  changed  considerably.  It 
is  today  included  in  the  federal  highway 
system  as  a  part  of  U.S.  Route  1,  which 
stretches  from  Fort  Kent,  Maine  to  Key 
West,  Florida.  Although  the  portion  in 
Lynnfield  is  officially  designated  as 
"Broadway",  the  average  person  would  still 
recognize  and  quite  possibly  refer  to  it  as 
"the  turnpike". 

The  next  chapter  of  local 
transportation  history  deals  with  the 
railroad.  For  a  period  of  close  to  seventy 
years,  Lynnfield  benefitted  from  a  'war' 
between  the  two  major  carriers  of  the  era. 
As  a  result  of  the  fierce  competition,  the 
tiny  farming  community  managed  to  end  up 
with  two  depots,  each  affording  access  to 
Boston  from  a  different  direction. 

The  initial  attempt  to  put  Lynnfield 
on  the  railroad  maps  came  in  1845  when  a 
group  of  prominent  citizens  in  Salem 
petitioned  to  open  a  route  from  their  tow.n 
to  South  Danvers  (Peabody),  Lynnfield,  and 
Saugus  which  would  connect  with  the  Boston 
&  Maine  line  at  Malden.  This  was  fought  by 
officers  of  the  Eastern  Railroad  who  put 
forth  the  argument  that  a  second  route  from 
Salem  to  Boston  would  likely  kill  their 


business . 

The 

argument  s 

were  heeded  and 

the  idea 

got 

nowhere . 

A  year 

later, 

however , 

it 

resurfaced 

with 

renewed 
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bitterness.  In  defense  of  his  company  Mr. 
E.  basket  Derby  gave  the  following 
sarcastic  report : 

That  long  array  of  cars,  laden 
with  stone,  onions,  and  fish,  ice, 
slippers,  and  bricks,  interspersed 
with  passengers  moving  in  slow 
procession  on  their  winding  way  to 
Boston.  They  stop  at  Danvers  for 
the  onions;  near  the  Salem 
pastures  to  collect  the  boulders; 
at  Brown's  Pond  for  the  ice;  at 
Gravesend  for  the  fish;  at  the 
print  works  for  the  slippers;  and 
opposite  Breed's  Hotel  to  receive 
the  'inanimate'  and  moisten  the 
'animate'  clay.  I  will  leave  our 
friends  at  this  'exciting'  spot 
and  take  passage  in  the  regular 
train  of  the  Eastern  Railroad 
which  whistles  by  like  a  rocket  on 
the  air  to  Boston. 

The  plan  never  received  approval,  but 
to  appease  a  part  of  the  petitioners  the 
Saugus  Branch  Railroad  was  given  the 
go-ahead.  The  interested  parties  from  the 
towns  farther  inland,  who  had  been  left  out 
of  the  latest  plan,  continued  on,  pressing 
for  service.  On  November  7,  1848  a  public 
meeting  was  held  in  Lynnfield  for  the 
purpose  of  generating  enthusiasm  for  a  road 
from  Danvers  to  South  Reading.  It  then 
adjourned  to  the  other  towns  involved  in 
the  plan,  and  finally  resulted  in  the 
chartering  of  the  South  Reading  Branch 
Railroad  which  opened  on  August  31,  1850. 

It  ran  from  South  Danvers  (Peabody) , 
through  Lynnfield,  where  a  depot  was  built 
on  the  turnpike,  and  on  to  South  Reading 
(Wakefield).  The  company  also  ran  trains 
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north  using  the  Salem  and  Lowell  tracks, 
creating  the  long-awaited  second  route  from 
Salem  to  Boston.  The  equipment  used  was 
considered  the  finest  of  the  time.  The 
line  had  four  locomotives  named  "The 
Express",  "The  Danvers",  "The  Traveller", 
and  "The  Salem".  The  time  schedules  were 
set  up  so  as  to  mesh  conveniently  with 
those  of  the  B&M  in  South  Reading.  Also 
fares  were  charged  at  a  slightly  lower  rate 
than  those  of  the  Eastern.  During  the 
first  year  of  operation  the  new  company 
carried  nearly  45,000  passengers  and  sold 
8,132  season  tickets.  With  noticeable 
inroads  being  made  on  its  business  by  the 
competition,  the  Eastern  Railroad  decided 
it  had  to  take  over  the  fledgling  outfit. 
Since  it  was  illegal  at  the  time  for  one 
railroad  to  buy  another,  a  decision  was 
made  to  accomplish  the  task  in  a  less 
obvious  way.  The  firm's  directors,  acting 
as  private  individuals  purchased  stock  in 
the  S.R.B.R.R.  for  the  very  high  price  of 
$110  a  share.  When  a  controlling  interest 
had  been  acquired  in  the  corporation  they 
made  plans  to  destroy  it.  At  the  next 
annual  meeting  all  the  officers  were 
relieved  of  their  duties  and  replaced  with 
officials  of  the  Eastern.  They  then  sold 
off  the  'elegant  passenger  cars',  and  most 
of  the  conductors  were  dismissed.  The  cars 
were  replaced  by  the  oldest,  most  worn  out 
stock  of  the  Eastern  line.  They  also 

rearranged  the  schedule  so  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  make  connections  to 
Boston. 

v  The  minority  stockholders,  coupled 
with  the  officials  of  the  towns  on  the 
route  banded  together  to  fight  the 

takeover,  claiming  that  what  had  taken 
place  was  illegal,  despite  the  manner  in 
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4:15  4:35 

5:00 

5:20 

5:45  6:05 

NO  SUNDAY  OR 

HOLIDAY  SERVICE 

SCHEDULE  FOR  THE  "LYNNFIELD  COMMUNITY  BUS  LINE" 
WHICH  OPERATED  A  ROUTE  BETWEEN  WAKEFIELD  DEPOT  AND 
CENTRAL  SQUARE  STATION  IN  LYNN.  IT  TRAVELLED  THE 
LENGTH  OF  SALEM  STREET  IN  LYNNFIELD. 
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which  it  had  been  done.  A  compromise  was 
finally  reached,  and  some  of  the  passenager 
service  was  restored. 

With  one  station  already  in  town,  a 
movement  was  underfoot  that  would  lead  to 
the  erection  of  another  depot.  A 

coporation  called  "The  Danvers  Railroad 
Company"  was  formed  with  the  express 
purpose  of  building  another  line  from 
Danvers  to  South  Reading  as  part  of  an 
overall  route  from  Newburyport  to  Boston. 
Originally  this  line  would  have  traversed 
Lynnfield  by  Pillings  Pond  and  then  through 
Reedy  Meadow.  With  the  votes  for  approval 
in  the  legislature  at  a  premium,  the 
company  was  willing  to  make  concessions  to 
pick  up  support.  It  has  been  said  that 
Captain  Bancroft  was  able  to  use  such 
leverage  to  have  the  line  moved  closer  to 
his  house  so  he  could  make  the  daily  trip 
to  Boston.  A  new  line  was  drawn  bringing 
it  through  the  center  of  town. 

Before  construction  was  started, 
several  transactions  were  undertaken, 
giving  control  of  the  entire  proposed  route 
to  the  B&M,  and  establishing  formidable 
competition  for  the  Eastern.  On  April  30, 
1852  the  Danvers  Railroad  merged  with  the 
unbuilt  "Danvers  &  Georgetown"  using  the 
latter  name.  A  year  later  this 
consolidation  Joined  with  the  Newburyport 
Railroad.  The  Eastern  Railroad  management 
was  still  unconcerned  because  the  new 

conglomeration  was  financially  weak  and  It 
was  not  viewed  as  a  threat.  The  story 
changed  dramatically  a  month  later 
however.  On  May  30,  the  new  line  was 

leased  to  the  Boston  &  Maine  for  one 

hundred  years. 

Ground  was  broken  on  August  8th  and 

369  days  later  according  to  the  Salem 
Gazette,  "Cars  ran  for  the  first  time  into 
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the  village  of  Topsfield  from  Georgetown. 
In  one  week  the  rails  will  be  laid  as  far 
as  North  Danvers  and  by  the  first  day  of 
September  the  cars  will  commence  running 
over  the  road  which  will  be  a  day  of  much 
interest  to  the  towns  through  which  it 
passes . " 

On  September  1st,  1854  the  railroad 
made  its  inital  ceremonial  run  through  to 
South  Reading.  The  Topsfield  correspondent 
for  the  Salem  Gazette  gave  the  following 
report : 


I  took  the  cars  at  Topsfield  early 
in  the  afternoon. . . . 

Large  numbers  had  assembled  to  witness 
our  departure  and  to  congratulate  us 
on  the  prospect  of  the  pleasure  of  the 
excursion.  We  glided  finely  along  and 
the  first  place  of  particular  note 
that  we  came  to  was  what  was  formerly 
called  Blind  Hole,  but  later  named 
Putnamville.  There  we  passed  though  a 
formidable  ledge,  of  the  hardest 
granite...  After  a  delay  at  Porter’s 
Plain,  we  passed  on  to  North  Danvers, 
where  several  hundred  had  assembled  to 
witness  our  arrival,  which  was  greeted 
with  cheers.  From  North  Danvers  we 
started  for  Tapleyville,  and  on  our 
arrival  at  the  depot  we  were  hailed 
with  much  joy.  One  demonstration  was 
made  by  a  noble  fire  company,  out  on 
duty,  waiting  our  arrival.  From  hence 
we  passed  on  to  that  famous  place, 
which  has  been  visited  by  thousands 
this  past  summer  called  "Needham’s 
Hill".  Here  we  had  an  opportunity  to 
witness  what  skill,  perserverence  and 
industry  had  accomplished  to  divide 
this  monster  of  a  hill  and  let  the 
'iron  horse'  pass  on  without 
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molestation.  The  next  place  of  note 
that  we  arrived  at  was  that  famous 
place  known  to  the  ancients  as  the 
Devil's  dishful. ..A  few  puffs  of  the 
iron  horse  brought  us  to  the  Lynnfield 
(Center)  depot.  At  this  place  we 
found  flags  flying  and  numbers  had 
assembled  to  greet  us  onward.  From 
this  place  we  moved  smoothly  on  and 
shortly  arrived  at  South  Reading, 
where  we  stopped  to  wood  up.  We  then 
started  homeward  bound,  and  arrived 
safely  at  our  place  of  destination. 

The  road  did  not  open  formally  until 
October  23rd,  when  the  Boston  Transcript 
had  the  following  report: 

A  new  route  between  Boston  and 
Newburyport  was  opened  to  the 
public.  The  road  connects  with 
the  B&M  at  South  Reading  and 
passes  through  Lynnfield, 

Tapleyville,  North  Danvers, 

Topsfield,  Boxford,  Newbury  and 
Newburyport.  We  understand  that  a 
large  number  of  persons  from 
Georgetown,  Boxford,  and  Topsfield 
who  had  never  travelled  with  a 
steam  horse  ventured  the 
experiment  of  jumping  on  and 
trying  him.  The  young  and  old 
folks  got  home  without  any  damage 
to  life  or  limb  and  were  highly 
delighted  with  the  new  conveyance. 

It  was  reported  from  other  sources  that 
passengers  had  to  leave  the  cars  at  certain 
spots  to  aid  in  pushing  the  train  over  the 
grades . 

With  the  opening  of  the  B&M  controlled 
line,  Lynnfield  was  now  caught  between  the 
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two  giants  of  New  England  railroading.  It 
was  found  that  little,  if  any,  Salem 
traffic  switched  to  the  Danvers  route,  as 
had  been  feared,  but  the  business  to 
Lynnfield  was  another  story.  Although  the 
injury  was  more  to  pride  than  pocketbook 
the  Eastern  took  measures  to  win  the 
travellers  back.  The  rivalry  became  so 
acute  that  an  odd  fare  structure  was 
formulated,  benefitting  the  local  people. 
It  was  a  relatively  straight  run  from 
Boston  to  Lynnfield  Center  on  the  Boston  & 
Maine  controlled  line,  but  to  travel 
Eastern,  one  would  first  have  to  go  to 
Salem,  then  back  down  the  South  Reading 
branch  to  Lynnfield.  As  a  way  of 
retailing,  Eastern  lowered  the  price  for  a 
Boston-to-Lynnf ield  ticket  to  make  it 
cheaper  than  that  of  its  rivals.  Although 
serving  its  purpose,  as  well  as  helping 
Lynnfield  communters,  it  was  a  very  poor 
business  decision.  In  order  to  accomplish 
the  goal,  Eastern  had  actually  made  it 
cheaper  to  travel  from  Boston  to  Salem  and 
on  to  Lynnfield,  than  it  was  to  stop  at 
Salem.  The  next  two  decades  saw  similar 
tactics  by  both  sides,  leaving  the 
railroads  financially  weakened.  Although 
the  Eastern  was  the  larger  of  the  two,  its 
steadfast  refusal  to  modernize  and  to  take 
advantage  of  such  technological  advances  as 
the  telegraph,  exacted  the  greater  toll. 
The  famous  Revere  train  wreck  of  1871  with 
its  accompanying  investigations  and  law 
suits  finally  proved  fatal.  On  December  2, 
1884,  the  railroad  was  formally  taken  over 
by  its  arch-enemy,  the  B&M,  putting  both 
Lynnfield  lines  under  the  same  management. 
Despite  winning  the  battle,  which  through 
the  years  had  seen  common  sense  cast  to  the 
wind  and  resulted  not  only  in  poor 
decisions,  but  unoffical  and  dangerous 
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'races'  by  engineers,  the  B&M  was  not  left 
with  a  strong  financial  picture.  In  fact  a 
full  recovery  has  never  occurred. 

Lynnfield  maintained  its  two  routes 
until  January  2,  1926  when  the  last  run  on 

the  South  Reading  branch  was  made.  The 
tracks  were  later  torn  up  and  the  roadbed 
is  today  a  part  of  Route  128.  The  Danvers 
branch  through  the  Center  had  a  slightly 
better  fate.  Through  the  years  the  number 
of  passenger  runs  dwindled,  leaving  the 
town  with  only  minimal  service.  In  the 
early  1950’s  the  depot  building  was 
replaced  by  a  small  waiting  room.  On  June 
12th  ,  1959  the  final  regularly  scheduled 

passenger  train  made  a  stop,  and  the 
waiting  room  was  dismantled  and  moved  to 
Tuttle  Street,  Wakefield,  where  it  serves 
as  a  small  office  building.  The  tracks  are 
still  used  frequently  for  carrying  freight. 

Aside  from  passenager  service,  two 
other  points  should  be  made  in  any 
discussion  of  Lynnfield  railroading.  There 
also  existed  a  third  line  passing  through 
town.  The  Salem  &  Lowell  opened  a  route 
that  ran  through  the  extreme  northern  part 
of  town,  on  August  1,  1850,  actually 
pre-dating  the  South  Reading  branch  by 
thirty  days.  The  line  which  ran  parallel 
to  the  Ipswich  River  on  its  way  from 
Middleton  to  North  Reading  made  no  stops 
here  and  did  not  maintain  a  local  depot. 

The  last  comment  deals  not  with  any 
passenger  service  or  routes,  but  with  a 
locomotive.  In  the  early  days,  railroad 
tradition  dictated  that  the  engines  be 
named  as  well  as  numbered.  When  the  Boston 
&  Maine  took  control  of  the  Eastern  lines, 
engine  no.  8,  the  "Othello"  was  renumbered 
108  and  christened  "The  Lynnfield".  On 
Wednesday,  August  17th,  1892,  the  town's 

namesake  was  involved  in  a  spectacular 
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crash  at  Paradise  Crossing,  Beverly. 
Engine  154,  the  "Salem”  had  left  Prides 
Crossing  at  5:32  in  the  evening,  running 
about  30  miles  per  hour.  The  freight  train, 
number  108  had  left  Montserrat  depot  at 
5:30,  with  Conductor  Macomber  feeling  that 
there  was  time  to  pass  before  the  arrival 
of  the  next  train.  They  met  at  a  sharp 
curve.  Two  men  were  killed  and  six  others 
badly  hurt.  Engineer  Jones  of  the 

"Lynnf  ield" ,  the  most  serious  of  the 
injured,  did  not  regain  consciousness  for 
two  days,  but  eventually  recovered  fully. 
The  damage  was  set  at  $50,000  and  the 
accident  was  the  subject  of  an  intense 
investigation. 

In  1898  a  new  form  of  transportation 
arrived  in  town.  On  the  fifth  of  May  the 
first  electric  cars  made  their  way  down 
Salem  and  Walnut  streets.  As  part  of  a 
nationwide  trend,  Lynnf ield  was  thrust  into 
the  trolley  age.  It  was  said  that  if  a 
person  did  not  mind  making  a  few  hundred 
transfers,  and  if  time  were  not  an  object, 
a  trip  could  be  made  on  the  street  cars  all 
the  way  to  Chicago. 

Much  like  the  railroads,  Lynnfield  had 
two  lines  and  two  offical  stops.  According 
to  the  "Trolley  Wayfinder",  a  collection  of 
maps  and  schedules,  the  Boston  &  Northern 
Street  Railway  operated  the  Wakefield 
Division  and  the  Salem  Division  in  this 
area.  The  first  ran  cars  from  Wakefield, 
via  Lakeside  at  fifteen  minutes  past  the 
hour  from  6:15  A.M.  to  9:15  P.M.  Although 
the  cars  would  generally  stop  wherever 
passengers  were  waiting,  the  first  official 
loading  point  was  called  "South  Lynnfield" 
at  Mansfield  Four  Corners  (Salem  &  Walnut 
streets).  They  would  proceed  up  Salem 
Street  to  the  turnpike,  at  a  stop  called 
"Lynnfield".  From  here  the  line  went  to 
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Peabody  and  Salem.  They  would  return  at 
four  minutes  past  the  hour. 

A  second  line,  known  as  the  Salem 
Division  ran  along  Walnut  Street  from  North 
Saugus  to  "South  Lynnfield"  at  Salem 
Street.  The  first  car  would  leave  for 
Saugus  at  4:45  A.M.,  and  then  every  hour 
until  9:45  P.  M.  They  would  return  every 
hour,  beginning  at  5:45  A.M.  The  lines 
also  ran  on  Sunday  with  a  scaled-down 
schedule . 

In  1916  a  consolidation  of  several  of 
the  region's  companies  resulted  in  the 
creation  of  the  Bay  State  Street  Railway. 
The  new  management  began  taking  steps  to 
cut  losses  to  make  the  line  profitable.  On 
December  1,  1918  the  Walnut  Street  line  was 
the  first  casualty  locally  as  its  cars 
stopped  running.  Such  moves  were  not 
enough  as  the  street  railway  began  to 
falter.  One  month  later  it  was  taken  over 
by  a  newly  formed  public  corporation  known 
as  the  Eastern  Masaschusett s  Street 
Railway.  The  last-ditch  efforts  of  the  new 
entity  were  hampered  by  labor  problems  and 
a  crippling  strike.  Before  the  year  was 
out  Lynnfield  had  lost  yet  another  mode  of 
t  ransportation. 

As  the  trolleys  disappeared  a  new  form 
of  transportation  filled  the  void.  Within 
a  year  of  each  other  two  bus  companies  were 
formed,  establishing  routes  to  service  each 
end  of  town.  According  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Coughlan  of  Melrose  the  first  was  the 
Lynnfield  "Buss”  Line.  In  June  of  1917 
Charles  McCarthy,  owner  of  the  Wakefield 
Market,  announced  that  he  would  soon  be 
offering  service  between  his  establishment 
and  Lynnfield  Center.  Two  months  later, 
using,  a  twelve-to-sixteen  seat  Atlas  Motor 
Bus,  a  sechedule  was  established.  At  10 
A.M. ,  1:P.M.,  3:P.M.,  and  5  P.M.  buses 
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THE  DATA  LISTED  ABOVE  WAS  UTILIZED  IN  OCTOBER,  1971. 
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would  leave  Wakefield,  using  a  variety  of 
routes,  and  would  eventually  arrive  on 
Vernon  Street.  From  here  it  would  travel 
to  Lynnfied  Center  via  Main  Street,  and 
continue  on  to  the  Pillings  Pond  summer 
colony.  It  terminated  at  Bancroft’s  store, 
at  the  end  of  the  pond,  near  the 
intersection  of  Summer  and  Walnut  streets. 
It  would  then  follow  the  same  route  back. 
Saturday  night  service  was  eventually  added 
to  handle  the  theatre  crowds,  and  soon 
after,  a  White  Bus  was  added  as  the  firm’s 
second  motor  coach. 

The  new  company  helped  fill  a  need  for 
the  residents  of  Lynnfield  Center  in  light 
of  the  fact  that  train  service  had  been 
greatly  curtailed.  It  provided  residents 
with  a  convenient  method  of  shopping.  It, 
of  course,  also  provided  a  new  market  for 
McCarthy's  store. 

At  the  other  end  of  town  the  loss  of 
the  trolley  was  a  particularly  acute 
problem.  To  tend  to  the  needs  of  the 
people  of  South  Lynnfield,  the  "Community 
Bus  Line"  was  established.  In  1919  a 
shareholder  corporation  was  formed  and 
began  to  run  buses  along  Salem  Street, 
connecting  with  the  trains  at  Wakefield  and 
Lynn.  At  the  outset  it  had  twelve  runs  a 
day  and  carried  passengers  as  well  as  small 
freight.  In  1952  the  line  was  bought  by 
Hudson  Bus  Company,  which  continued  the 
route  until  1976. 

Today  there  is  no  local  bus,  but  long 
distance  service  is  available.  The  Maine 
to  Boston  runs  of  both  Greyhound  and 
Trailways  make  stops,  and  the  companies 
commission  ticket  agents  at  South  Lynnfield. 

v  Although  there  is  little  in  the  way  of 
public  transit  in  town,  Lynnfield  today  is 
conveniently  located  near  several  major 
highways.  In  addition  to  U.  S.  Route  1, 
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three  other  numbered  roads  pass  across  our 
boundaries.  State  Route  128,  world  famous 
for  its  "high-tech"  industrial  parks,  has 
three  exits  into  town,  on  its  way  from 
Gloucester  to  Braintree.  The  portion  in 
Lynnfield  is  also  part  of  the  interstate 
highway  system  as  Route  95.  State  Route 
129  runs  from  Lynn  on  Salem  Street  before 
turning  south  on  the  Newburyport  Turnpike. 

With  the  energy  crisis  of  the 
raid-1970's  came  a  call  for  preparedness. 
Although  economic  conditions  dictated  that 
a  local  transit  system  was  doomed  to 
failure,  it  appeared  as  though  a  need  would 
eventually  return.  To  be  ready  for  any 
situation,  the  town  appointed  a 
transportation  study  committee  and  charged 
it  with  reviewing  current  as  well  as  future 
needs.  The  new  group  set  out  first  to 
identify  the  prospective  ridership  and  to 
decide  which  sectors  of  the  populace  had 
the  greatest  needs.  It  then  reviewed 
various  methods  that  could  be  used  to 
establish  a  local  system.  When  the  most 
effective  and  efficient  plan  was  outlined, 
the  committee  was  to  make  a  recommendation 
as  to  its  value  to  the  townspeople. 

When  the  final  report  was  issued  in 
February  of  1977  the  opinion  of  the  board 
was  that  any  system  in  Lynnfield  should  be 
municipally  controlled.  A  local  authority 
should  design  the  routes  and  draft  the 
schedules  and  then  put  the  specifications 
out  to  bid  to  private  carriers.  In 
addition  the  contract  should  be  for  a  short 
enough  term  to  allow  for  alterations  to  be 
made  quickly  enough  to  meet  changing 
needs.  The  committee  went  on  to  describe  a 
plan  that  would  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  elderly,  the  youth,  and  the  commuters, 
that  would  cost  an  estimated  $43,000  to 
$55,000  annually. 
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Bus  service  would  begin  at  6  A.M.  and 
would  continue  to  7  P.M.  operating 
throughout  the  town  along  Main  Street, 
Summer  Street,  Walnut  Street,  Thomas  Road, 
Salem  Street,  and  Wildewood  Drive,  creating 
a  loop  to  link  Goodwin's  Circle,  Lynnfield 
Square,  Post  Office  Square,  and  Lynnfield 
Center.  Connections  would  also  be  made  to 
Wakefield  Depot  via  Main  Street,  or  Salem 
Street,  or  possibly  both.  The  fare 
structure  would  include  free  passes  for  the 
elderly  and  partial  passes  for  students. 

As  its  last  duty,  the  committee 
rendered  a  decision  on  its  own  work.  The 
plan  put  forth  was  one  that  they  felt  would 
effectively  handle  the  identified  needs, 
but  the  time  was  not  yet  right  for  the 
service  to  be  viable.  Although  a  valuable 
asset  to  the  town,  a  local  bus  route  would 
not  yet  attract  the  ridership  to  justify 
the  expense.  The  committee  recommended 
against  implementation  of  the  plan,  but 
placed  it  on  public  record  for  the  day  when 
local  public  transportation  might  become 
more  necessary  and  return  from  the  history 
books  as  a  very  practical  method  of 
travel. 
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The  national  bicentennial  (officially 
the  American  Revolution  Bicentennial)  in 
1975  and  1976  was  an  exciting  time  for 
those  interested  in  such  things.  Of 
course,  everyone  was  not  interested  -  in 
fact,  most  people  did  not  care  that  things 
were  going  on  around  them  until  everything 
was  almost  over. 

After  years  of  discussion  about 
grandiose  plans  for  a  World’s  Fair  or  other 
traditional  centralized  event,  and  long 
debate  about  where  it  should  be  held,  a 
decision  was  made  to  turn  the  celebration 
over  to  the  people.  The  resulting 
multitude  of  locally  originated  programs 
brought  forth  such  diversity  as  to  give  the 
bicentennial  a  refreshing  flavor. 

The  offical  period  for  the  celebration 
was  proclaimed  as  starting  on  April  19, 
1975  and  continuing  thru  July  4,  1976.  At 
an  even  earlier  date,  elaborately  equipped 
and  costumed  groups  representing  various 
colonial  miHtia  units  began  to  spring  up 
all  over  eastern  Massachusetts  and  stage 
re-enactments  of  local  historic 

happenings.  As  April  19  approached,  the 
excitement  mounted.  On  the  evening  of 
April  18,  President  Ford  appeared  as  guest 
speaker  at  a  special  televised  service  in 
the  Old  North  Church  in  Boston,  and  on  the 
same  evening  a  Bicentennial  Ball  was  held 
in  Lynnfield.  The  following  morning,  a 
modern-day  Martin  Herrick  rode  into  town 
and  our  newly  formed  North  Parish  Militia 
responded  and  set  out  for  Menotomy. 

During  the  following  months,  several 
long-term  projects  were  carried  out  in 
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Lynnfield  and  a  major  celebration  featuring 
a  giant  parade  took  place  on  the  second 
weekend  of  June  1976.  Then,  at  2:00  P.M. 
on  July  4,  Lynnfield  joined  the  rest  of  the 
nation  in  a  bell  ringing  ceremony.  At  that 
time,  the  electric  carillon  in  the  Centre 
Congregational  Church  rang  out  while  the 
great  bell  on  the  Common  was  tolled. 

It  was  during  1975  that  Alan  Foulds 
made  an  interesting  discovery  when  he  found 
that  another  bicentennial  was  approaching. 
Lynnfield  as  we  know  it  had  actually  been 
created  in  1782  -  not  in  1814  as  had  been 
commonly  believed.  The  first  evidence  of 
this  came  from  his  reading  a  copy  of  the 
Act  establishing  Lynnfield  which  had  been 
hanging  unnoticed  on  a  wall  in  the  town 
hall  for  many  years.  Further  study  of  old 
town  records  and  especially  records  in  the 
State  Archives  made  it  clear  that  this  area 
was  completely  separated  from  Lynn  and 
incorporated  as  Lynnfield  with  a  town 
government  on  July  3,  1782.  This  form  of 
local  government  has  remained  substantially 
unchanged  for  200  years.  The  citizens  of 
that  time  knew  exactly  what  had  happened, 
but  later  generations  were  confused  by  the 
terminology  of  earlier  days  whereby  some 
communities  were  called  “towns”  while 
others  such  as  Lynnfield  with  identical 
forms  of  government  were  technically  called 
"districts"  merely  because  of  slight 
population  differences.  Despite  the 
variation  in  formal  designations,  all  were 
commonly  called  towns,  even  in  most  offical 
records,  and  eventually  the  term,  district, 
was  legally  discarded. 

Writers  of  the  late  nineteenth  and 
early  twentieth  centuries  mistakenly 
thought  that  as  a  "district"  Lynnfield  was 
still  part  of  Lynn.  Later  articles,  based 
on  the  works  of  these  authors,  continued  to 
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assume  that  Lynnfield  started  in  1814  when, 
in  reality,  all  that  occurred  in  1814  was 
one  of  the  many  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  make-up  of  the  local 
representative  district  for  electing  a 
representative  to  the  Massachusetts  General 
Court . 

An  article  entitled  "Lynnf ield-Its 
Beginnings"  by  Alan  Foulds  explaining  the 
newly  unearthed  information  was  included  in 
the  1975  Town  Report,  but  its  significance 
was  lost  in  the  excitement  of  preparing  for 
the  national  bicentennial.  Suprisingly, 
the  1980  Town  Report  under  the  heading 
"Excerpts  from  Historical  Sources" 
resurrected  an  old  piece  from  an  earlier 
Report  which  told  a  romanticized  story  of 
supposed  events  in  1814.  Although  the 
actual  origin  of  Lynnfield  is  now  becoming 
recognized,  old  legends  die  hard  and 
confusing  statements  still  slip  into 
newspaper  articles  and  other  documents 
dealing  with  the  present  bicentennial 
period . 

In  April  of  1981,  the  breakthrough  in 
public  acceptance  of  the  approaching 
bicentennial  came  during  the  first  session 
of  the  annual  town  meeting.  Because  of 
delays  in  printing  the  town  warrant  and  the 
need  for  further  discusssion  by  town  boards 
concerning  available  funds,  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  for  a  week  -  just  ten  minutes 
after  it  started.  In  that  interval,  a 
brief  presentation  was  made  explaining  that 
the  meeting  was  historic  in  that  it  was  the 
two  hundredth  convening  of  the  annual 
meeting.  Also  mentioned  was  the  upcoming 
200th  anniversary  in  1982.  Since  there  was 
little  else  to  write  about,  this  news 
received  prominent  coverage  in  the  local 
papers  and  the  bicentennial  celebration  was 
on  its  way. 
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BICENTENNIAL  BEGINS  MARCH  27th 

Th«  celebration  of  I<ynnfield's  200th  birthday  begins 
this  aonth  by  narking  the  anniversary  of  the  day  that  the 
people  of  the  North  Parish  brought  a  petition  to  Lynn  ask¬ 
ing  to  be  separated.  The  celebration  will  continue  until 
July  3rd,  the  day  that  lynnfield  was  officially  broken  off 
fron  Lynn  and  incorporated. 


OPENING  DAY  EVENTS 

Saturday,  March  27th 

9-10:30 

Pancake  Breakfast  at  the  Meet¬ 
ing  House,  Price  $1.50 

10:30 

Selectmen's  proclamation  on 

the  Common. 

11:00 

Walk  to  Lynn  -  Starting  at  the 
Circle  Bowl  and  ending  at  the 
Happy  Valley  Playground,  Lynn. 

12:30  (Approximate)  Greeting  from  Lynn 
Happy  Valley  Playground,  Lynn. 

Souvenir  buttons  with  the  inscription  "I  WALKED  TO 
LYNN"  will  be  available  for  purchase.  All  events  are  open 
to  the  public.  Watch  the  newspapers  for  aore  details. 
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In  the  fall,  an  organizing  committee 
which  later  became  the  Steering  Committee 
was  formed  to  plan  a  suitable  observance. 
The  committee  was  made  up  of  Alan  Foulds 
and  Arthur  Foulds  of  the  Historical 
Society;  Shirley  Northrup  and  Arline  Wills 
of  the  Historical  Commission;  Marjorie  and 
Michael  Hurley  of  the  Couples  Club;  and 
Selectmen  David  Miller,  Jack  Donegan,  and 
Joseph  Moran  as  honorary  members. 
Appropriately,  committee  meetings  were  held 
in  the  Meeting  House  where,  200  years 
earlier,  the  movement  for  Lynnfield’s 
independence  began.  It  was  decided  that 
because  of  municipal  budget  problems  no 
request  should  be  made  for  town  funds  such 
as  had  been  appropriated  to  defray  the 
relatively  large  costs  of  previous 
celebrations.  Since  a  majority  of  the 
committee  members  were  also  opposed  to  the 
customary  practice  of  soliciting 

businessmen  for  donations,  a  simple 
home-town  type  of  observance  which  would 
be  financially  self-supporting  seemed  in 
order. 

Several  Steering  Committee  meetings, 
and  two  general  meetings  open  to  all 
organizations  and  individuals  in  town,  were 
held.  From  these  meetings  a  plan  evolved 
to  have  a  series  of  events  in  the  spring 
and  early  summer  culminating  on  July  3,  the 
exact  date  of  the  two  hundredth  birthday  of 
Lynnfield.  Organizations  and  groups  were 
urged  to  join  in  where  possible  and  run 
their  own  events  in  an  independent  or 
semi-independent  manner.  The  total 

observance  was  named  "Lynnfield  200". 

Distinctive  titles  for  events  such  as 
"Friday  Night  at  the  Starlight"  and 
"Concert  on  the  Common"  were  carefullly 
selected  so  that  the  very  wording  of  the 
names  would,  for  some  folks,  evoke  pleasant 
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memories  of  old  customs  and,  for  others, 
suggest  an  ambience  of  charm.  On  the  other 
hand.  Charter  Day  Exposition  was  chosen  to 
hammer  home  the  fact  that  July  3  was  truly 
the  town's  200th  birthday  and  that  we  were 
not  having  just  another  Independence  Day 
celebration. 

The  opening  day  of  the  observance, 
March  27,  began  with  a  pancake  breakfast  in 
the  Meeting  House,  coordinated  by  Cindy 
Foulds.  The  old  building  took  on  a  festive 
look  with  brightly  colored  place  settings 
and  flowers  decorating  the  tables,  and  a 
morning  sun  streaming  through  the  windows. 
The  menu  consisted  of  orange  juice,  stacks 
of  pancakes  with  syrup,  and  coffee.  The 
price  was  $1.50  per  person  which  resulted 
in  a  net  profit  of  $70.00  being  available 
to  start  off  Lynnfield  200. 

At  the  end  of  the  breakfast,  a 
proclamation  by  the  Selectmen  gave  official 
recognition  to  Lynnfield  200. 

After  the  proclamation,  many  of  the 
group  from  the  breakfast  along  with  other 
townspeople  met  on  the  Turnpike  in  South 
Lynnfield,  wearing  special  pins  for  the 
occasion  for  a  "Walk-to-Lynn"  commemorating 
the  last  time,  200  years  before,  that 
citzens  from  this  area  had  to  travel  to 
Lynn  to  attend  town  meeting.  Earlier,  it 
had  been  decided  that  it  would  not  be 
practical  to  walk  the  nine  miles  from 
Lynnfield  Center  to  the  place  on  Lynn 
Common  where  the  Old  Tunnel  Meeting  House 
once  stood.  After  all,  our  forefathers 
broke  away  from  Lynn  because  of  the 
distance  and  our  modern  generation  would 
have  had  even  more  distaste  for  the  trek. 
The  route  chosen  was  only  two  and  a  half 
miles  in  length  through  the  woods  along  Ox 
Pasture  Road,  beside  Bow  Ridge  and  then 
skirting  Walden  Pond  before  ending  at  the 
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JEFFREY  T.  2AGER 
EaacuUra  Assistant 

SELECTMEN  S  OFFICE.  TOWN  HAU 
LYNNFIELD.  MASS  01S40 
617-334-3128 


March  22,  1982 


PROCLAMATION 


WHEREAS:  On  or  about  June  26th,  1782,  the  movement  to  separate  the  North 
Parish  from  Lynn  and  create  "Lynnfield"  began  in  earnest,  and 

WHEREAS:  By  reason  of  their  distance  from,  and  difficult  access  to  the 
usual  place  of  meeting  to  transact  town  business,  are  subjected 
to  insupportable  difficulties  and  hardships...  The  distance  of 
the  inhabitants  of  said  parish  from  the  place  for  holding  town 
meetings  is  eight  and  ten  miles...  which  together  with  the 
badness  of  the  road,  added  to  the  difficult  traveling  and  many 
times  entirely  impassable  at  the  time  of  year  when  the  annual 
meetings  are  held,  render  it  impossible  for  us  to  attend  our 
duty  and  interest  there.  Consequently  we  have  not  an  equal 
representation.  For  these  and  other  considerations  we  prefer 
this  petition  to  your  honours  praying  you  would  take  our  case 
with  all  its  circumstances  into  your  wise  consideration,  and 
in  your  goodness  erect  said  parish  into  a  separate  district, 
with  all  the  privileges  of  a  town,  that  of  sending  a  representative 
to  the  General  Court  excepted,  and 


WHEREAS:  Said  petition  upon  receiving  appropriate  signatures  by  committee 
members  Daniel  Mansfield,  Joseph  Gowing  and  Nathaniel  Sherman, 
and  then  being  forwarded  to  Lynn,  and 


WHEREAS:  Throughout  the  spring  and  early  summer  the  request  made  by  the 

petition  was  transformed  into  an  article  on  the  Lynn  town  meeting 
warrant,  then  into  a  bill  before  the  General  Court,  and  finally 
into  a  legislative  act  signed  by  Governor  John  Hancock,  officially 
creating  Lynnfield, 

NOW  THEREFORE, 

V 

We,  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Lynnfield,  convened  in  regular  meeting  on 


Board  of  Selectmen 


March  22,  1982 


March  22,  1982,  do  hereby 

PROCLAIM 

the  period  from  March  27th  through  July  3rd,  1982  as 


LYNNFIELD  BICENTENNIAL 
200th  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION 
OBSERVANCE 

and  we  do  hereby  endorse  the  purposes  and  objectives  of  said  celebration 
activities,  and  thereby  urge  all  residents  and  business  to  participate  in 
and  support  said  activities. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


playground  near  the  Lynn  municipal  golf 
course.  At  the  finish,  a  copy  of  the 
original  petition  seeking  separation  from 
Lynn  was  presented  to  a  representative  of 
the  Lynn  Historical  Society. 

On  April  15,  a  program  entitled 
"Lynnfield  Night”  concerning  history  of  the 
first  half  of  this  century  was  put  on  by 
the  Lynnfield  Historical  Society.  Featured 
was  a  panel  of  residents  who  shared  their 
memories  of  Lynnfield  as  it  used  to  be. 

Arbor  Day,  April  30,  was  the  occasion 
for  a  Bicentennial  Tree  Planting  by  the 
Centre  Garden  Club.  On  this  day,  a  flaming 
ash  tree  was  set  in  place  in  the  area  in 
front  of  the  Cultural  Center  on  South 
Common  St. 

An  ancient  rite  of  spring  was  observed 
on  May  1  when  local  girls  performed  an 
old-fashioned  Maypole  Dance  in  front  of  the 
Cultural  Center.  The  maypole  which  had 
been  stored  for  many  years  in  the  attic  of 
the  Center  School  was  brought  out  and 
redecorated  for  the  occassion. 

The  town  bicentennial  presented  the 
schools  with  an  opportunity  to  develop  an 
interest  in  local  history  among  the 
students.  Several  projects  including 
library  research  into  the  past,  making 
models  of  old  homes,  and  presenting 
historical  sketches,  were  carried  out.  On 
May  18,  the  effort  was  climaxed  with  a 
special  display  of  school  activities  at  the 
Summer  St.  School. 

Three  days  later  the  Lynnfield 
Scholarship  Foundation,  as  part  of  its 
annual  drive  for  funds,  got  into  the 
anniversary  spirit  and  conducted  a  very 
successful  "Lynnfield  200"  Ball. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  the 
Lynnfield  Firefighters  Relief  Association 
in  cooperation  with  the  Massachusetts 
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MEMENTOS  OF  THE  "LYNNFIELD  200",  BICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION  OF  1982,  BEGINNING  WITH  THE  PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST  AND  WALK  TO  LYNN  IN  MARCH,  TO  THE  CHARTER 
DAY  WEEKEND  IN  JULY. 
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Antique  Fire  Apparatus  Association  staged  a 
parade  and  old-fashioned  muster.  The 
parade  featured  more  that  forty  engines 
from  all  over  Massachusetts  and  as  far  away 
as  Baldwin,  New  York.  It  started  at  the 
Junior  High  School  (soon  to  be  the  Middle 
School)  on  Main  St.  and  proceeded  down 
Summer  St.,  then  to  Newhall  Park.  The 
muster  was  held  at  the  park  along  Suntaug 
Lake . 

On  the  evening  of  July  2,  an  outdoor 
dance  called  "Friday  Night  at  the 
Starlight”  featured  Dick  Donovan’s  big 
band.  This  was  a  nostalgia  night  for  those 
who  remembered  the  weekly  dances  at  the  old 
Starlight  outdoor  ballroom  on  Salem  Street 
near  the  Wakefield  line.  The  parking  lot 
behind  the  South  Lynnfield  fire  station  was 
transformed  into  the  past  for  a  few  hours 
by  a  most  energetic  committee.  A  scaled 
down  replica  of  the  Starlight  backdrop  was 
constructed  for  the  band,  while  colored 
floodlights  and  pennants  decorated  the 
area.  When  a  large  crowd  in  holiday  mood 
arrived,  many  carrying  their  own  lawn 
chairs,  financial  solvency  for  the  whole 
Lynnfield  200  observance  was  assured  and 
the  Steering  Committee  could  relax. 
Dancing  continued  from  dusk  until  midnight. 

On  Saturday,  July  3,  the  actual  two 
hundredth  birthday  of  Lynnfield,  a 
tripleheader  took  place.  In  the  morning, 
the  traditonal  Fourth  of  July  activities 
including  a  road  race  were  conducted  by  the 
Lynnfield  Couples  Club.  In  the  afternoon, 
the  Charter  Day  Exposition  was  held.  This 
affair  consisted  of  displays  and 
demonstrations  in  booths  on  the  Common,  in 
the  Meeting  House,  and  in  the  Cultural 
Center.  Among  the  displays  were  copies  of 
the  documents  which  were  important  in 
Lynnfield' s  history,  giant  photographs  of 
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old  Lynnfield  scenes,  a  genealogy  exhibit, 
a  soccer  display,  original  paintings  of 
Lynnfield  scenes  and  buildings,  craft 
items,  and  exhibits  by  the  Lynn  and 
Wakefield  historical  societies.  For  those 
who  were  hungry,  there  were  hot  dogs,  roast 
beef  sandwiches,  salads,  crepes,  bakery 
products,  ice  cream,  and  candy.  Also, 
Lynnfield  200  automobile  plates,  tee 
shirts,  ballons,  bookmarks,  pins,  Lynnfield 
Two  Centuries  shoulder  patches  and  other 
items  were  for  sale.  Throughout  the 
afternoon,  entertainment  was  provided  on 
(and  off)  a  forty  foot  stage  which 
consisted  of  a  decorated  flat-bed  trailer. 
The  crowds  were  treated  to  performances  by 
singing  groups,  musical  groups,  and  a 
marching  bagpipe  band.  At  intervals  the 
North  Parish  Militia  fired  its  newly  built 
"antique  cannon",  and  at  one  time,  1782  was 
sounded  on  the  town  fire  horn. 

At  2:00  P.M.,  very  close  to  the  exact 
time,  two  centuries  before,  when  Governor 
John  Hancock  had  signed  the  original  act 
creating  Lynnfield;  Governor  Edward  J.  King 
took  part  in  a  ceremonial  re-signing  of  a 
copy  of  the  act.  The  Speaker  of  the  House 
and  the  Senate  President  had  previously 
supplied  their  signatures  as  the  modern-day 
counterparts  of  Nathaniel  Gorham  and  Samuel 
Adams,  the  original  signers. 

In  the  evening,  everyone  relaxed  to  enjoy 
the  "Concert  on  the  Common",  performed  by 
the  Middlesex  Concert  Band. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  Centre 
Congregational  Church  conducted  two  18th 
century  type  services  in  the  Meeting 
House.  Featured  was  .the  reading  of  a 
public  address  once  delivered  by  Reverend 
Mottey,  an  early  pastor  of  the  church. 
Dramatizing  the  changes  that  have  occurred 
in  the  past  two  hundred  years,  the  services 
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FRIDAY,  JULY  2  - 

FRIDAY  NI  CKT  AT  THE  STARUCHT 

SOUTH  HALL  PARK!  NO  LOT  ‘  8  PM  -  M  CM  CHT 
TICKETS  $5 

A  night  of  swinging  to  the  Big  Band  sounds 
of  Dick  Donovan  and  his  orchestra  as  a  page 
from  Lynnfleld's  past  Is  recreated.  Dancing 
under  the  stars  right  down  the  street  from  the 
site  of  one  of  the  'hot  spots'  of  an  earlier 
era. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  3  - 

TRAOTIONOL  I  hCEPEMX-NZE  DAY  ACTIVITIES 
JUNCR  HIGH  SCHXL  8  AM  -  NOON 

The  traditional  4th  of  July  events  sponsored 
by  the  Couples  Club. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  3  - 

CHARTER  DAY  EXPOSITION 

LYNPI  ELD  COMCN  NOON  -  6  FW 

A  variety  of  booths  and  displays  coupled 
with  a  full  slate  of.  scheduled  events,  mark 
the  day  that  we  separated  from  Lynn  and  our 
town  began. 

NOON  -  Opening:  Tolling  of  the  Bell 

1  PM  -  Spotlightere 

2  PM  -  Ceremonial  Re-signing  by  the  OoTernor 
2:45  -  High  School  Dixieland  Band 


SATURDAY,  JULY  3  - 

CONCERT  ON  THE  QJvfvCN 

LYMFIELD  CDACN  6:30  PM-  8  PM 

The  first  In  a  series  of  summer  concert 
sponsored  by  the  Friends  of  the  Library  Is 
the  finale  of  the  Charter  Day  activities. 
Here  Is  a  chance  to  grab  a  blanket,  pack  a 
box  supper,  and  relax  to  the  music  of  the 
Middlesex  Concert  Band. 


SUhDAY,  JULY  H  - 

18th  CENTURY  OLRCH  SERVICES 

AEETlhCHUBE  9  AM  and  11  AM 


Services  of  the  Centre  Congregational 
Church,  featuring  a  sermon  given  by  one  of 
the  early  ministers  of  the  church.  The  publl 
Is  Invited. 
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UPDATES  AND  MORE  DETAILS 


3:30  -  Bagpipers 

4:15  -  Specialty  Lancers 

5:15  -  Rock  Group  "Witch" 


During  the  day  the  first  official  firing  of 
the  North  Parish  Militia's  cannon  will  take 
place. 
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were  led  by  Reverend  Amy  Schneider,  who 
probably  would  not  have  been  allowed  in  the 
pulpit  by  the  male-dominated  society  of  our 
forefathers.  The  services  were  opened  to 
the  public. 

In  addition  to  the  one  day  events, 
there  were  several  longer  term  activities 
that  kept  the  celebration  in  the  public 
eye.  The  Lynnfield  Public  Library  set  up  a 
bicentennial  display  in  the  early  summer 
and  the  Wakefield  Cooperative  Bank  planned 
another  for  the  fall.  All  of  the  players 
in  the  Lynnfield  Soccer  Association  wore 
"Lynnf ield-Two  Centuries"  shoulder  patches 
during  the  spring  season.  Also  some 
organizations  and  one  or  two  businesses 
sold  items  of  a  commemorative  nature. 

As  this  book  is  being  published, 
action  is  underway  to  close  out  the 
accounts  of  the  Lynnfield  200  Committee. 
The  surplus  funds  will  be  used  to  purchase 
a  speaker's  stand  fot  the  Old  Meeting  House 
and  to  restore  an  antique  deacon's  bench. 
As  we  come  to  the  end  of  our  observance,  we 
pass  on  to  future  generations  our  hopes  for 
the r  town.  To  them  we  say  "Godspeed,  and  if 
there  is  a  Lynnfield  250  celebration  in 
2032,  have  fun!" 
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Throughout  the  past  350  years,  this 
area's  representation  at  the  State  House  in 
Boston  has  been  accomplished  in  a  variety 
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of  ways.  As  the  state  constitution  was 
altered,  and  our  own  municipal  government 
changed,  so  to  did  the  methods  In  which  we 
have  elected  our  delegates  to  Boston.  What 
Is  now  Lynnfield  has  gone  through  a  stage 
of  being  part  of  another  town,  times  when 
people  were  elected  to  represent  Lynnfield 
alone,  and  of  course,  periods  of  being  part 
of  a  representative  district. 

The  first  phase  began  in  1634  when  the 
Town  of  Lynn,  of  which  we  were  a  part,  sent 
its  first  citizens  to  a  provincial 
assembly.  On  May  14th  of  that  year 
Nathaniel  Turner,  Thomas  Willis,  and  Edward 
Tomlins  were  chosen  to  represent  the  area 
now  comprised  of  present  day  Lynn,  and  also 
what  have  become  Saugus,  Nahant , 
Swampscott,  Lynnfield,  Reading,  North 
Reading,  and  Wakefield. 

From  this  time  until  1780  when  the 
state  constitution  was  ratified,  various 
elected  assemblies  were  convened  with 
Lynners  in  attendance.  In  fact,  throughout 
this  period  thirty-five  different  people 
were  chosen  to  go.  This  included  Robert 
Bridges  and  John  Burrill  Jr.  ,  each  of  whom 
was  elected  speaker. 

In  1780  our  present  state  government 
was  established,  with  rules  and  regulations 
outlining  how  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  to  be  created.  According  to  chapter  I 
section  3  of  the  constitution,  every 
corporate  town  having  at  least  150  ratable 
polls  (roughly,  'registered  voters')  was 
entitled  to  one  representative.  For  every 
225  more,  the  town  got  an  additional 
representive .  Any  town  already  established 
with  less  than  150  would  have  the  right  to 
elect  one.  Any  place  incorporated  after 
this,  not  containing  the  minimum  150, 
would  have  to  join  in  with  another 
community  in  the  same  situation,  or  with  a 
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town  that  did  qualify,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  delegate. 

The  first  person  in  Lynn  chosen  under 
the  new  set-up  was  Samuel  Burrill.  He  was 
succeeded  in  1782  by  Holten  Johnson.  This 
was  also  the  year  that  Lynnfield  split  off 
from  the  mother  town,  and  Johnson  was 
appointed  to  the  committee  that  would  work 
out  the  details  of  separation.  As  a  newly 
independent  entity,  Lynnfield  now  had  to 
set  out  to  get  itself  represented  on  the 
state  level.  As  a  community  it  fell  into 
the  aforementioned  predicament  of  being 
below  the  minimum  needed  to  choose  a  person 
of  its  own.  To  alleviate  the  problem  it 
was  decided  to  join  back  with  Lynn  for  the 
election  and  Samuel  Burrill  was  picked  as 
the  representative  of  the  newly  formed 
Lynn-Lynnf ield  district.  Although  Burrill 
had  represented  the  exact  same  area  two 
years  earlier  as  one  town,  Lynnfield's 
charter  made  the  distinction  quite  clear 
that  Lynn  and  Lynnfield  were  no  longer  a 
part  of  the  same  place,  despite  his  similar 
constituency.  The  act  of  separation  states 
"(The  area)  hereby  is  incorporated  into  a 
district  by  the  name  of  Lynnfield,  and  that 
the  said  district  be  and  hereby  is  invested 
with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and 
immunities,  that  towns  in  this  commonwealth 
do  or  may  enjoy,  that  of  sending  a 
representative  to  the  general  assembly  only 
excepted...  The  inhabitants  from  time  to 
time  shall  join  with  the  Town  of  Lynn  in 
chusing  a  representative." 

This  situation  remained  intact  until 
1814  when  Lynnfield  finally  became  large 
enough  to  elect  its  own  representative. 
Although  the  status  was  officially  changed, 
the  town  was  not  actually  able  to  hold  an 
election  until  1826  when  the  state  census 
was  held.  At  this  time,  yearly  elections 
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of  representatives  commenced.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  we  actually  had  gone  12 
years  with  no  representation  at  all. 

Following  the  census,  Josiah  Newhall 
was  chosen  as  Lynnfield's  state 
representative,  and  for  the  following  31 
years  the  town  was  able  to  hold  elections 
of  Its  own  for  the  position,  picking  14 
different  people  to  fill  it. 

This  system  changed  in  1837  when  a 
very  unique  method  of  apportionment  was 
initiated.  A  town  having  300  ratable  polls 
was  entitled  to  one  member  of  the  General 
Court.  Each  municipality  would  receive  one 
more  for  every  additional  450  ratable 
polls.  A  town  having  less  than  300  would 
multiply  its  voting  population  by  10  and 
divide  by  300.  The  resulting  quotient 
would  be  the  number  of  years  in  a  decade 
that  a  representative  could  be  elected. 
For  example,  Lynnfield  had  200  voters. 
This  number  would  be  multiplied  by  10 
(2,000)  and  divide  by  300  (6.6),  giving  the 
town  a  vote  six  years  out  of  every  10. 

In  1840  this  was  modified  to  use 
population  rather  than  voters.  A  town 
with  less  than  1200  inhabitants  would  have 
a  representative  as  many  times  in  ten  years 
that  160  divided  into  the  population.  A 
bonus  was  added,  giving  the  town  an  extra 
representative  each  year  that  the  estates 
were  revalued. 

A  new  era  dawned  In  1857,  not  only 
here,  but  in  all  communities  in  the  state. 
The  size  of  the  House  was  becoming 
unwieldy,  necessitating  the  formation  of 
representative  districts  and  setting  a 
fixed  maximum  on  the  number  to  be  seated. 
From  1858  to  1866  Lynnfield  belonged  to 
district  #24  with  Saugus  and  Middleton.  In 
1867,  with  the  addition  of  Topsfield,  the 
designation  changed  to  #20,  and  still  later 
to  the  13th  Essex  district. 
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Throughout  this  period,  the  elections 
ran  in  a  cyclical  manner  with  each  town 
having  its  turn  at  sending  one  of  its 
citizens  to  the  State  House.  In  a 
"Lynnfield  year”  all  the  candidates  would 
be  from  town,  and  in  the  following  years, 
the  same  would  hold  true  for  Saugus, 
Middleton,  and  Topsfield.  This  system 
apparently  stemmed  from  a  gentlemen's 
agreement  rather  than  statute,  however,  as 
there  were  occasional  exceptions.  In  most 
cases  the  "outsider"  was  beaten  badly. 
There  were  also  write-in  votes,  or  more 
correctly  "floor  nominations",  as  in  1882, 
a  "Topsfield  year"  ,  Thomas  Wellman,  author 
of  The  History  of  Lynnfield,  received  a 
vote . 

Probably  the  greatest  change  in 
Lynnfield  representation  came  in  1887,  not 
as  a  result  of  a  new  statute,  nor  as  a 
by-product  of  any  alterations  on  the  local 
governmental  level.  It  happened  because  of 
a  reapportionment  which  united  us  once 
again  with  Lynn,  as  a  two-representative 
district.  Although  almost  a  century  has 
passed,  since  that  time  only  five  Lynnfield 
residents  have  been  sent  to  Beacon  Hill. 

Throughout  the  subsequent  decades  many 
smaller  variations  have  taken  place.  When 
first  joined  with  Lynn,  the  new  district 
was  the  19th  Essex.  With  the  additions  and 
subtractions  of  various  Lynn  wards,  this 
designation  changed.  Also  when  Saugus  was 
welcomed  in,  the  district  was  allowed  to 
elect  a  third  representative.  Another 
change  came  in  1921  when  state  elections 
became  a  biennial  event. 

The  mid  1960's  saw  a  new  era  of  rapid- 
fire  changes.  Boxford,  Georgetown,  and 
Middleton  were  now  included,  and  four  years 
later  both  Lynn  and  Saugus  were  replaced  by 
Topsfield.  Also  at  this  time  all 
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multi-representative  districts  were 

eliminated,  and  only  one  person  was  to  be 
chosen  from  this  area.  In  1975,  Lynnfield 
was  the  one  to  leave  and  was  paired  with 
North  Reading  in  what  many  considered  the 
perfect  district.  Both  towns  were  of 
roughly  equal  size  and  character,  hopefully 
leading  to  a  situation  in  which  neither 
community  dominated.  Despite  the  fact  that 
all  three  elections  placed  Lynnfield 
residents  in  office,  this  was  not  really 
given  a  chance  to  prove  itself.  With  the 
size  of  the  house  being  cut  from  240  to  160 
a  new  reapportionment  was  necessitated, 
creating  the  present  day  22nd  Middlesex 
district  of  Lynnfield  and  Wakefield. 

To  complete  a  historical  sketch  on 
Lynnf ieldites  representing  the  town  outside 
its  borders,  two  other  officials  must  be 
mentioned.  In  1788,  John  Burnham  was 
chosen  as  a  representative  to  the  U.S. 
Constitutional  Convention.  Asa  Newhall 
rounds  out  the  list  as  in  1820  he  was  a 
member  of  the  state  constitutional 
convention,  which  was  responsible  for  the 
first  nine  amendments  to  the  document. 
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1638 

Part  of  Lynn,  therfore 

represented  by  Lynn  representatives 

1782 

Lynnfield , 

Lynn 

181*1 

Lynnfield 

1858 

Lynnfield, 

Saugus,  Middleton 

1867 

Lynnfield , 

Topsfield 

Saugus,  Middleton, 

1887 

Lynnfield; 

Lynn  Wards  2,5 

1895 

Lynnfield ; 

Lynn  Wards  1,5 

1897 

Lynnfield ; 

Lynn  Wards  1,5,7 

1917 

Lynnfield ; 

Saugus 

Lynn  Wards  1,5,7; 

1927 

Lynnfield ; 

Saugus 

Lynn  Wards  1,6,7; 

19*11 

Lynnfield ; 

Saugus 

Lynn  Wards  1,7; 
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19*1 3  Lynnfield,  Lynn  Wards  1,7; 

Saugus;  Peabody  Ward  1 
1965  Lynnfield,  Boxford,  Georgetown, 

Saugus,  Middleton,  Lynn  Wards 
1,7 

I969  Lynnfield,  Boxford,  Georgetown, 

Mlddlfeton,  Topsfield 
1975  Lynnfield,  North  Reading 

1979  Lynnfield,  Wakefield 


« 
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SIGNIFICANT 


POLITICAL 

EVENTS 

163^  Land  grants  to  indivduals  from 

the  ’Governor  and  the  Company 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
New  England’. 

1638*  Incorporated  into  Lynn  by 

extension  of  Lynn’s  boundaries 
'six  miles  into  the  country'. 

1713  (October  16)  Established  as 

Lynn  North  Precint  by  order 
of  the  General  Court. 

1782  (July  3)  Lynn  North  Parish 

(formerly  called  Lynn  North 
Precinct)  separated  from  Lynn 
and  incorporated  as  Lynnfield 
by  an  act  of  the  General  Court. 

*  Julian  Calendar  (1639,  Gregorian  Calendar) 


1782 


1971 


(July  15)  First  district  (town) 
meeting.  First  election  of 
selectman  and  complete  slate 
of  officers  except  school 
committee  members.  First 
school  committee  was  not 
elected  until  the  following 
March. 

(July  1)  New  charter,  adopted 
under  the  home  rule  provision 
of  the  state  constitution,  takes 
effect.  Open  town  meeting  retained 
Several  departments  reorganized 
or  merged.  Selectmen  given 
additional  responsibilities  in 
coordinating  budget. 
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THE  EDOCUME 


Pictured  above  is  the  document  signifying  the 
beginning  of  our  town.  This  legislative  act  of  1782 
officially  incorporated  Lynnfield  and  set  it  off 
from  Lynn.  The  following  pages  contain  the  text  of 
this  and  other  important  milestones  in  the  history 
of  Lynnfield. 
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THE  HUMPHREY  LANV  GRANT 

There  is  live  hundred  a cres  o l  Zand  and  a 
Iresh  pond  with  a  little  inland  containing  about 
two  acres ,  granted  to  John  Humphrey  Esq.,  lying 
between  north  and  west  ofi  Saugus,  provided  he 
take  no  part  o  l  live  hundred  acres  within  live 
miles  o l  any  town  now  planted.  Also  it  is  agreed 
that  the  Inhabitants  ol  Saugus  and  Salem  shall 
have  liberty  to  build  lour  houses  up  on  the  said 
island  and  to  lay  in  such  provisions  as  they 
shall  judge  necessary  l or  their  use  in  tyme  ofi 
neede. 


REVVING  PETITION  OP  1678 

The  humble  petision  ol  the  Towne  ol  Redding 
humbly  showeth  that  whearas  our  case,  being  your 
petiss loners  humbly  conserve,  soe  sircumstanced 
as  we  know  not  the  like  in  all  respects,  and  not 
knowing  which  waye  to  helpe  ourselves .  But  by 
humbly  acquainting  yor  honners  with  our  state, 
yor  honners  beelng  the  Pothers  ol  the  Common¬ 
wealth  to  which  wee  doe  belong e;  and  yor  pells * 
s loners  humbly  hoping  that  yor  honners  will  helpe 
soe  lor  as  may  bee  to  the  Relieving  o  l  us  in  our 
case ;  1 1  being  soe  with  us  that  wee  are  butt  a 

poore  place,  very  jew  above  sixty  families  a  bell 
to  pay  the  Ministry ,  and  severall  ol  them  have 
more  need  to  Receive  than  to  paye.  71  wee  were 


92 


a  place,  o £  ability  as  many  others  bee;  and  to  us 
there  is  adjacent  farmers ,  which  bee  constant 
hearers  ofa  the  wood,  with  us  which  goes  not  at 
atl  to  theLi  owne  Towne,  but  Transiently  as  others 
doe ;  Neither  came  they  one. the  Sabbath  days  butt 
be  breakers  o£  the  Lawe  ofi  God  and  ofi  thL>  Common - 
wealth  ob  we  conceive.  And  to  many  ofi  them  itt 
would  be  soe  intolerable  a  burthen,  then  many  ofi 
them  must  necessarily  re^raine  faom  the  public 
worship  ofi  God,  established  amongst  us,  far  pre¬ 
vention  Of (  which  they  doe  heave  with  us  which 
seems  to  be  very  hard  far  us  to  mayntayne  Hints  try 
and  meetinghouse  conveniently  far  them,  and  others 
to  ^orce  them  to  paye  their  hole  rates  to  their 
own  townes,  as  others  do ;  or  ifi  some  oj  them  bee 
Betterminded,  the  bis  neb  lyeth  so  at  the  present, 
that  wee  have  nothing  faom  them  at  all  or  next 
to  nothing. 

Another  thing  that  yor  humble  petissioners 
desire  to  declare  to  yor  honners  is  thatt  we  have 
now  not  roume  enough  in  our  meetinghouse  far 
ourselves,  but  the  adjacent  farmers  being  one 
third  or  very  neare  one  third  as  much  as  wee,  wee 
muste  build  anew  befare  itt  bee  longe  far  the 
house  will  be  too  littel  far  them  and  us,  which 
wee  hope  your  honners  will  consider  how  the  case 
is  like  to  be  with  us,  ifi  nothing  be  considered. 
Butt  as  wee  hope  itt  is  the  waye,  that  God  would 
have  us  to  take  leave  the  case  to  your  honners, 
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we  deslAZ,  humbly  soz  to  doz,  and  quietly  to  Aestz 
to  this  honouAzd  CouAtz’s  good  plzasuAZ  as  to 
what  hath  bzzn  dzclaAzd. 

And  6 hall  zvza  pnay  -  In  thz  namz  and  by 
thz  consent  o&  thz  Rzstz  o thz  Inhabitants  o{± 
thz  tom. 

(aim.  CowdAzy,  RobzAt  BuAnap,  Jona .  Poolz,  Thomas 
PaAkzA,  JzAzmy  S>\mtnz. 


CHAPTER  17 

OadzA  In  Rzgaad  To  A  PAZclnct  In  Thz  NoAthwzst 
PaAt  01  Lynn 

A  petition  ol  szvzaoI  thz  Inhabitants  ofi 
thz  NoAth  OJzst  PaAt  ol  Lyn,  bzlng  { ouAtzzn  In 
numbZA  shewing  that  thz  Hon'blz  CouAt  upon  Azadlng 
thz  pztltlon  o £  thz  fiaAmzAS  dwelling  on  thz  UoAth 
sldz  ofi  thz  publlck  Aoad  fiAom  Rzddlng  to  Salzm 
bzlng  thlAty  two  In  numbzA  pAaylng  that  thzy 
might  bz  sett  ofifi  a  szpaAatz  and  distinct  pAZclnct 
£oa  thz  setting  up  ofi  thz  publlck  woAshlp  ofi  God, 

did  In  thelA  sessions  In  OctobeA  1713 ,  oAdeA 

that  thz  pAayeA  o ^  thz  petition  bz  gAantzd,  and 

that  theAZ  bz  a  pAZclnct  established  accoAdlngly 

with  all  thz  Powzas  and  PaIv  lieges  by  Law  gAantzd 
« 

to  such,  Thz  petltlonzAS  nzveAtheless  to  contlnuz 
to  pay  to  thz  suppoAt  ofi  thz  minis tAy  In  thz 
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other  part  oi  the  Town  untitl  they  have.  built  a 
Meeting  Holla  e  and  obtained  a  learned  orthodox 
Minister  to  pleach  constantly  among  them ,  And 
whearas  the  said  petitioners  have  built  a  Meeting 
Moose  but  the  major  pant  oi  the  said  £irut  pet¬ 
itioners  have  refused  to  enter  into  any  agreement 
with  those  and  to  be  under  any  obligation  to 
maintain  a  minister  there ,  so  that  the  petitioners 
are  necessitated  to  provide  ministers  in  the  said 
Meeting  House  hither  unto  at  their  own  Cost  and 
Charge ,  uithout  any  other  help ,  than  what  the 
rest  oi  the  precinct  have  thought  iit  to  con¬ 
tribute,  which  has  been  very  little,  And  yet 
the  petitioners  are  rated  to  pay  towards  the  support 

oi  the  Ministry  in  the  other  part  oi  town.  Which 
the  petitioners  conceive  is  contrary  to  the  order 

oi  this  court  beiore  mentioned,  And  ior  as  much 
as  the  major  part  oi  the  inhabitants  oi  the  said 
precinct  reiuse  to  take  such  methods  ior  the 
settlement  thereoi  and  oi  a  Minister  in  the  said 
Meeting  House  as  the  Hon'ble  Court  has  ordered 
and  prescribed  them,  The  petitioners  pray  that  this 
court  will  take  the  premisses  into  their  consider¬ 
ation,  and  ii  it  be  thought  proper  appoint  three 
or  more  suitable  and  indiHerent  persons  irom  time 
to  time  to  methodize  and  call  precinct  meetings 
and  to  do  such  other  matters  and  things  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  be  done  untill  a  Minister  be 
settled  in  said  Meeting  House,  or  that  the  Court 
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would  take,  any  othen  method  as  may  be  pnopen  {on 
the  nelie{>  ofi  the  petitionens . 

Read  and  oldened  that  upon  application  made 
to  a  Justice  o &  the  Peace  in  the  said  County  by 
fiive  on  o j$  the  inhabitant*  said  pant  o{>  Lyn 
I $on  a  pnecinct  meeting,  such  Justice  it  heneby 
impowened  to  gnant  a  Uannant  fion  such  meeting, 
expnessing  the  Ttme  Place  and  Occasion  theneofi, 
dinected  to  one  the  Constables  ofi  the  said 
town  o£  Lyn  nequining  him  to  notify  such  in¬ 
habitants  o £  said  meeting  acconding  to  the 
dinection  o l  said  Wannant  fiounteen  days  begone 
said  meeting  the  inhabitants  o£  said  pnecinct 
be  impowened  to  appoint  any  othen  way  on  method 
o |$  calling  meetings  fion  the  £ utune .  ( Passed 
Novemben  5} 


CHAPTER  131 

Onden  On  The  Petition  0 &  Lyn  New  Pnecinct  In 
Reg  and  To  Uinistenial  Changes. 

A  Petition  o £  the  Inhabitants  ofi  Lyn  Pnecinct 
Shewing  that  wheanas  the  Genenal  Count  did,  in 
An* wen  to  thein  Petition,  at  thein  Session  in 
Octoben  1713,  gnant  them  to  be  set  o ^  finom  the 
othen  pant  o£  the  Town  o£  Lyn  as  a  sepanate  and 
distinct  Pnecinct,  and  established  them  with  all 
Powens  and  pnivileges  gnanted  to  such;  Neventhe- 
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less  to  continue  to  pay  to  the  Support  ofi  the 
Ministry  In  the  other  part  o£  the  said  Town  till 
they  had  built  a  Meeting  Hou6e  and  obtained  a 
learded  and  orthodox  Minister,  to  pAeach  constant¬ 
ly  In  the  said  Meeting  House;  They  have  accord- 
Ingly  built  a  Meeting  House  and  had  such  PAeachlng 
among  them  £oa  mone  than  two  yeaAS  last  past; 
Notwithstanding  which,  the  Town  has  continued  to 
tax  them  towaAds  the  Support  ofi  the  Minis tAy  In 
the  old  PaAlsh;  And  tho  they  have  petitioned  the 
Town  to  be  Aeleased  firom  that  buAthen  the  same 
Is  still  imposed  on  them;  And  therefore  PAaylng 
this  couAt  to  make  an  OAde A  to  exempt  them  £r om 
paying  any  thing  towaAds  the  SuppoAt  o£  the  Min¬ 
istry  In  the  PaAt  Of$  said  Town. 

Read  and  Ordered  that  the  prayer  o£  the 
petition  be  so  fiar  granted,  that  the  Inhabitants 
o{>  the  sold  Precinct  be  exempted  fior  the  future 
l $rom  paying  to  the  Support  o  the  Ministry  In  the 
other  Part  ofi  the  Town  ofi  Lyn,  they  have  complied 

with  the  Order  oi  the  Court  j [or  setting  them  o{{ 
a  distinct  Precinct,  Jt  being  also  supposed  and 

directed  that  the  said  Precinct  continue  to  sup¬ 
port  constantly  an  orthodox  Minister  there. 

{Passed  March  12,  171 S) 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
To  The  Honorable  Senate  And  House  Represent¬ 
atives  In  General  Court  Assembled. 

The  petition  o the  subscribers  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  North  Parish  in  the  Tom  o£  Lynn 
6 or  the  purpose  herein  humbly  therewith. 

That  the  inhabitants  ofi  said  Parish  by 
reason  ofi  their  distance  foom  and  difoicult  access 
to  the  usual  place  ofi  meeting  to  transact  tom 
business,  are  subjected  to  insupportable  difoi* 
cutties  and  hardships  as  we  humbly  conceive  will 
most  evidently  appear  by  advertising  the  following 
particulars ...  The  distance  o&  the  inhabitants 
o £  said  Parish  foom  the  Old  Meeting  House  the 
place  for  holding  town  meetings  is  eight  and  ten 
miles,  the  meeting  house  in  the  two  parishes  in 
said  Lynn,  are  eight  miles  distant  which  together 
with  the  badness  ofi  the  road,  added  to  the  difoi- 
cult  travelling,  and  many  times  entirely  impass¬ 
able  at  the  time  year  when  the  annual  meetinas 
are  held,  Render  it  impossible  for  us  to  attend 
our  duty  and  interest  there.  Consequently  we  have 
not  an  equal  representation  and  voice  in  said 
meeting:  And  is  attended  with  the  greatest  difo- 
iculty  for  town  ofifocens,  to  meet  to  transact 
the  business  otf  the  town  and  have  access  to  town 
records.  For  these  and  other  considerations 
which  might  be  mentioned  we  prefer  this  petition 
to  your  honours  praying  you  would  take  our  case 
with  all  its  circumstances  into  your  wise  con¬ 
sideration,  and  in  your  goodness  Erect  said  Par- 


Ith  Into  a  6e.paAa.tz  dlttnict,  with  ail  the  pniv- 
lleget  a  town,  that  o jJ  tending  a  nepnetentatlve 
to  the  GeneAal  CouAt  excepted,  In  choice  whom 
we  aae  content  ttill  to  join  with  told  town.  And 
that  the  line  between  told  town  and  pnopoted 
dlttnict  be  at  fiollowt .  Viz.  beginning  at  Saugutt 
Riven,  neaA  a  white  oak  tn.ee  In  Jonathan  Tanblet 
loweA  ^ letd  neaA  the  cant  o£  the  nlveA,  which  It 
the  tine  between  Je^endt  and  Bnlntont  fianmt,  and 
Aunnlng  eattwandly  to  land  o £  Benj .  Rlddon,  thence 
tanning  by  John  Poolt  land  at  the  wall  Aunt  to  a 
gneat  Aock  by  the  tide  o£  the  hill,  thence  touth- 
eattenly  to  Jotlah  Newhallt  touthwett  connen 
bound  adjoining  to  the  town  wall  to  called,  thence 
Aunnlng  toutheatteAly  to  Andnew  Mantfileldt  touth¬ 
wett  coAnen  bound  at  the  wall,  thence  Aunnlng  at 
the  wall  Aunt  to  the  noad  that  leadt  £nom  Reading 
to  Salem,  thence  eattwaAdly  at  the  Aoad  nunt  to 
Vanvent  line,  on  othenwlte  nelieve  youn  petition¬ 
er  at  to  youA  honoAt  thall  tee  meet.  And  youn 
petltlonent  at  In  duty  bound  thall  even  pnay  In 
the  name  and  by  onden  o(>  told  Panlth. 

Lynn  Jan1 y  26th,  1782 

Vanlel  Mantfileld 
Joteph  Gowing 
Nathaniel  Shenman 
Committee  o £  told  Panlth 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

In  the  year  our  lord.  one  thousand  and. 
s even  hundred  and  eighty  -two.  An  Act  £or  erect¬ 
ing  a  district  in  the.  County  o£  Essex  by  the  name 
o£  Lynn£ield% 

Whearas  the  inhabitants  o£  the  North  Parish 
in  the  Town  o  £  Lynn  labor  under  gr eat  inconven¬ 
iences  and  difficulties  by  rea 6on  of  their  dist¬ 
ance  from  and  difficult  access  to  the  usual  place 
of  meeting  to  transact  town  business ,  and  many 
other  great  disadvantages,  and  have  requested 
this  CouAt  that  they  may  be  incorporated  Into  a 
district,  with  all  the  privileges  of  a  town,  that 
of  tending  a  representative  to  the  General  Court 
excepted: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Court 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  o £  the  same,  That 
the  said  North  Parish  and  all  that  tract  of  land 
included  within  the  same,  and  divided  from  the 
Town  of  Lynn  by  the  line  and  boundary  following, 
\/iz .  Beginning  at  Saugust  River,  near  a  white 
oak  tree  in  Jonathan  Tarble’s  lower  field,  near 
the  cant  of  the  river  which  is  the  line  between 
Jefferd's  and  Brinton's  farms,  and  running  east- 
wardly  to  lands  of  Benjamin  Riddon;  thence  turning 
by  John  Pool's  land  as  the  wall  runs ,  to  a  great 
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nock  by  the  tide,  o^  the.  hill;  thence  southeast- 
enly  to  Josiah  Uewhall,  southwest  connen  bound, 
adjoining  to  the  tom  mil  so  called;  thence 
/vanning  southeastenly  to  Andnew  Mansfield,  south¬ 
west  connen,  bound  at  the  wall;  thence  /vanning 
oa  the  wall  nuns,  to  the  AoutheaAt  connen  o{± 

John  Lindsey 'a  onchand;  thence  nonthenly  oa  the 
wall  /vans  to  the  /voad  that  leads  finom  Reading 
to  Salem;  thence  easterly  as  the  noad  /vans  to 
Vanvens  line  be,  and  he/ieby  is  inconpo noted  into 
a  dist/iict  by  the  name  o{  Lynn^ield;  and  that 
the  said  district  be  and  heneby  is  inveAted  with 
all  the  powens ,  p/Uvileges  and  immunities  that 
towns  in  this  Commonwealth  do  on  may  enjoy,  that 
ol  sending  a  Repnes entative  to  the  Genenal 
Assembly  only  excepted;  and  that  the  inhabitants 
o{  said  distnict  shall  have  libenty  finom  time  to 
time  to  join  with  the  Town  o  £  Lynn  in  chasing  a 
Repnes  entative,  and  shall  be  notified  the  time 
and  place  o l  election  in  like  mannen  with  the 
inhabitants  o{  said  Town  o  l  Lynn,  by  a  wan/iant 
Inom  the  Selectmen  otf  said  town,  dinected  to  a 
Constable  on  Constables  ofi  said  Vistnict  nequining 
him  on  them  to  wann  the  inhabitants  to  attend 
the  meeting  at  the  time  and  place  assigned,  which 
wanna nt  shall  be  seasonably  netunned  by  said  Con¬ 
stable  on  constables,  and  the  Repnes  entative  may 
be  chosen  indi^enently  ^ nom  said  town  and  dis- 
tnict;  the  pay  on  allowance  to  be  bonne  by  the 
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town  and  dixtxict,  Jin  p4.0p04M.0n  a*  they  xhall 
om  time  to  time,  to  pay  to  the  xtate  tax. 

And  be  it  ^uxthex  enacted,  that  John  Flagg, 
E*q.  be,  and  he  i*  hereby  empowered  to  ixxue  hi* 
warrant  directed  to  xome  principal  tnhabitant 
within  xaid  dixtxict,  requiring  him  to  warn  the 
inhabitant*  oj$  -6 aid  dixtxict  qualified  to  vote 
in  toum  a^aixx ,  to  axxemble  at  xome  xuitable 
time  and  place  in  xald  dixtxict,  to  chooxe  xuch 
o^ieexx  a*  town*  and  di*tAici*  by  law  axe  re¬ 
quired  to  choo*e  in  the  month  ofi  March  annually. 

Vxovided  nevexthelex* ,  the  inhabitant*  ofi 
*aid  dixtxict  *haZZ  pay  theix  pxopoxtionable 
paxt  o&  all  *ach  town,  county,  and  *tate  taxe* 

a*  axe  alxeady  axxexxed  by  *aid  town,  and  theix 
pxopoxtionable  paxt  o(>  all  public  debt*  and 

change*  due  fixom  *aid  town,  and  towaxd*  the  xup- 
poxt  o the  poox  o£  *aid  town,  till  the  clo*e  ol 
the  wax,  and  at  the  clo*e  o £  the  pxe*ent  wax  con¬ 
tribute  towaxd*  the  *uppo4t  o£  poox  o £  *aid  town, 
dixtxict,  accoxding  to  an  agxeement  made  between 
*aid  town  and  dl&txict  in  that  behalf,  on  the 
nineteenth  day  June  Anno  Domini  one  thouxahd 
*even  hundxed  and  eighty  two. 

Vxovided  likewixe,  that  xaid  Dixtxict  give 
up  all  theix  xight  in  any  o£  the  town'*  privileges 
lying  and  being  in  the  othex  paxt  o £  town,  except 
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that  o(i  joining  with  them  An  the.  ch oic°.  o{^  a 
Representative  as  afanesaid. 

Nathaniel  Gorham 
Speaker  o jj  the  House 
Samuel.  Adams 
Senate  President 
John  Hancock 
Gov  eA.no  a. 

July  3,  Mil 


PETITION 

To  the.  Honorable  Senate,  and  Honorable  House 
ofi  Repres  entatlves  o{>  the  Commonwealth  ofi  Mass¬ 
achusetts  An  GeneAal  CouAt  assembled  1813  - 

We  the  subscribers  being  a  commAttee  changed 
by  the  District  ol  Lynnfaeld  to  petAtAon  the  Hon- 
onable  legislature  o&  this  Commonwealth  do  there¬ 
fore  petition  youA  honors  that  you  would  pa, i>s  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  District  of  Lynn  field  Anto 
a  town  for  the  fallowing  reasons. 

Viz.  that  the  distance  faom  Lynn  field  Meeting 
house  to  the  place  where  the  election  of  Repres  - 
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entatives  it  generally  held  it  nine,  miles  that 
even  that  dittance  it  it  conceived  it  not  to 
great  at  an  accurate  average  dittance  to  the  whole, 
inhabitants  would  be. , 

That  the  grate  dittance  renders  it  Inconven¬ 
ient  ior  the  inhabitants  to  attend  the  election, 

We  would  observe  that  the  District  oi 
Lynniield  hat  no  connection  with  the  Town  oi  Lynn 
excepting  in  the  choice  o i  repret entativet  -  A It 
o^  which  it  most  respectiully  submitted  and  at  in 
duty  bound  shall  even  pray . 

Lynniield  June  14th ,  1&13 

Daniel  Needham, 

Andrew  Mansfield, 

John  Upton  Jr, 


CHAPTER  CXCJ  ACTS  OF  1ST  4 

An  Act  to  eAect  the  District  oi  Lynniield, 
in  the  County  oi  Essex,  into  a  Town,  by  the  Name 

s 

oi  Lynniield, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  oi 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  oi  the  tame,  that  the  District 
oi  Lynniield,  in  the  County  oi  Essex,  at  the  same 
it  bounded  and  deiined  in  an  act  entitled  "An  Act 
ior  erecting  a  District,  in  the  County  oi  Essex 
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by  the  Name,  o &  Lynnfiield" ,  be. ,  and  the  tame  hereby 
is  incorporated  Into  a  town ,  by  the  name  o 6  Lynn- 
fiield  with  ati  the  powers,  psitvilegeA ,  and  immun¬ 
ities,  and  liable  to  all  the  duties  and  requisit¬ 
ions  o ^  other  townA  in  this  Commonwealth, 

approved  by  the  Governor, 
February  1%  ,  IS  14 


PREAMBLE 

U/e  the  people  ofi  the  Town  ofi  Lynnfiieid, 
MaSAaehusetts ,  in  order  to  rea^irm  the  customary 
and  traditional  liberties  o the  people  with 
respect  to  the  conduct  o our  local  government 
and  to  take  the  fullest  advantage  inherint  in  the 
Home  Rule  amendment  ol  the  ConAtitution  ofi  the 
Commonwealth,  do  hereby  adopt  the  \ following  Home 
Rule  Charter  ( [or  this  town, 

July  1,  1971 
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MEMENTOS 


MEMORABILIA  AVAILABLE  DURING  THE  CELEBRATIONS  OF 
1982  INCLUDED  RIBBONS,  BUTTONS,  COMMEMORATIVE  LI¬ 
CENSE  PLATES,  AND  PAMPHLETS. 
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SPECIAL  EDITION  OF  THE  LYNNFIELD  SHOPPERS  NEWS. 
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COMMEMORATIVE  LYNNFIELD  200  PLATES  ADORNED  MANY  OF 
THE  AUTOMOBILES  IN  TOWN. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THE  MEETING  HOUSE  WHERE  IT  ALL  BEGAN  TWO  HUNDRED 
YEARS  AGO.  IT  IS  STILL  IN  ACTIVE  USE  AND  WAS  THE 
CENTER  OF  ALL  PLANNING  ACTIVITIES  FOR  LYNNFIELD  200. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


SPECIAL  EDITION  OF  THE  LYNNFIELD  TRADER. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THE  LYNNFIELD  VILLAGER. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


GOVERNOR  EDWARD  KING  RE-ENACTS  THE  SIGNING  OF  THE 
LEGISLATIVE  ACT  CREATING  LYNNFIELD.  SHOWN  WITH  THE 
GOVERNOR  ARE  SELECTMEN  DONEGAN  AND  MORAN  AS  WELL  AS 
STEERING  COMMITTEE  MEMBER  ALAN  FOULDS.  ALSO  PAR¬ 
TICIPATING  WERE  STATE  REPRESENTATIVE  ALFRED  MINAHAN 
AND  MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES  FOR  THE  DAY  ,  NORMAN 
NORTHRUP.  SENATE  PRESIDENT  BULGER  AND  HOUSE  SPEAKER 
McGEE  HAD  PREVIOUSLY  SIGNED  THE  DOCUMENT. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


DURING  THE  SPRING  SATURDAY  BECOMES  SOCCER  DAY  AS 
MANY  OF  THE  TOWN'S  YOUNGER  CITIZENS  TAKE  PART  IN  THE 
LYNNFIELD  SOCCER  ASSOCIATION  LEAGUES.  SHOWN  IN  THE 
FICTURE  ARE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  ORGANIZATION  PREPARING 
JORDAN  PARK  FOR  A  FULL  DAY  OF  MATCHES. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


PART  OF  THE  COLONIAL  SHOPPING  CENTER  THAT  FRONTS  ON 
MAIN  STREET. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


GOOD  LUCK  FARMS  RESTAURANT  NEAR  THE  LYNN  BORDER. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


GOODWIN'S  CLAM  SHOPPE  NEAR  THE  LYNN  BORDER. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THE  STATE  POLICE  BARRACKS  LOCATED  ON  THE  NEWBURYPORT 
TURNPIKE  NEAR  THE  CORNER  OF  GREEN  STREET. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


A  VIEW  OF  THE  COLONIAL  GOLF  COURSE  WHICH  RUNS 
PARALLEL  TO  WALNUT  STREET  THROUGH  REEDY  MEADOW. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THE  LYNNFIELD  CENTER  GOLF  COURSE  ON  SUMMER  STREET 
ADJACENT  TO  THE  RAILROAD  TRACKS. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THE  B&M  RAILROAD  CROSSES  PILLINGS  POND  ROAD. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


FOUR  STATE  AND  FEDERAL  HIGHWAYS  COME  TOGETHER  AS 
ROUTES  1,  128,  129,  AND  95  CROSS  IN  SOUTH  LYNNFIELD. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


LYNNFIELD  200  OPENING  DAY  CEREMONIES. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THE  FOLLOWING  EIGHT  PAGES  CONTAIN  A  COPY  OF  THE 
OFFICIAL  LYNNFIELD  200  PROGRAM. 
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HA  PPY  BIR  THDA  Y  L  YNNFIELD 


Two  centuries  ago,  our  forefathers  were  celebrating  the  “original”  Charter  Day  as  Lynn's 
North  Parish  was  broken  away  from  its  mother  town  and  incorporated  as  Lynnfield. 

Although  the  official  separation  took  place  in  July,  the  independence  movement  actually 
began  ten  months  earlier,  in  September  of  1781. 

The  people  of  Lynn  End,  as  this  region  was  then  called,  felt  that  the  nine  miles  to 
downtown  Lynn  was  a  long  way  to  travel  for  attending  town  meeting  and  voting  in  elections. 
They  also  said,  “The  road  is  often  impassable  at  the  time  of  year  when  the  meetings  are  held, 
thus  we  have  not  an  equal  representation  there.” 

They  drew  up  a  petition  with  their  grievances  and  asked  that  they  be  allowed  to  establish 
their  own  town. 

In  March,  the  original  document  went  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  a  copy  was  delivered 
to  the  Lynn  Town  Meeting. 

The  next  twelve  weeks  saw  the  issue  debated  locally,  as  well  as  in  Lynn,  and  also  at  the 
State  House  in  Boston,  with  a  suitable  separation  agreement  coming  in  late  June. 

On  July  2nd,  the  first  hurdle  was  passed  as  the  “Bill  For  The  Erection  of  Lynnfield”  made 
it  through  the  House  of  Representatives  and  was  signed  by  the  Speaker,  Nathaniel  Gorham. 

The  next  morning  the  Senate  followed  suit,  becoming  official  as  Senate  President, 
Samuel  Adams  placed  his  name  at  the  bottom. 

History  was  made  on  the  afternoon  of  July  3rd,  1782  when  Governor  John  Hancock 
signed  the  bill  into  law,  officially  creating  the  “District  of  Lynnfield”. 

Terminology  has  since  changed  so  that  areas  once  called  “districts”,  are  today  known  as 
“towns”. 

With  Hancock's  final  enactment,  Lynnfield  residents  began  governing  themselves,  pay¬ 
ing  taxes  here,  attending  their  own  town  meetings,  and  electing  local  officials,  free  and  in¬ 
dependent  of  any  other  town. 

As  we  celebrate  Charter  Day  this  week,  these  tasks  will  have  been  performed  for  exactly 
two  hundred  years  with  no  change  in  the  form  of  government. 


—Alan  E.  Foulds 


HEAR  YE! 


HEAR  YE! 


IT  HAS  BEEN  PROPOSED  by  one  Alan  Foulds,  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  that  a  celebration  is  in  order  to  observe  the  200th  Birthday  of  the  separation 
from  the  Town  of  Lynn,  of  the  North  Parish  (also  known  as  Lynn-End),  thereby  creating 
Lynnfield. 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  NOTED  that  the  highest  governing  body  of  the  Town  of  Lynnfield,  the 
Selectmen,  has  proclaimed  that  during  the  calendar  year  of  1982,  observance  of  this  historic 
event  will  take  place. 


FURTHER,  the  townspeople  of  Lynnfield  have  banded  together  and  planned  the  following 
events  as  celebration  of  this  most  important  birthday. 


March  27,  1982 

April  13,  1982 

April  30,  1982 

May  1,  1982 

May  18,  1982 

May  21,  1982 

June  12,  1982 
July  2,  1982 

July  3,  1982 

July  4,  1982 


Pancake  Breakfast  at  Meeting  House 
Proclamation  by  Lynnfield  Selectmen 
Walk  to  Lynn 

Lynnfield  Night  at  the  Meeting  House 
Lynnfield  Historical  Society 

Planting  of  tree  at  Cultural  Center  Grounds 
Centre  Garden  Club 

Maypole  Ceremony 
The  Cultural  Center 

Bicentennial  Display 
Summer  St.  School 

“Lynnfield  200  Ball” 

Lynnfield  Scholarship  Foundation 

Firemen’s  Parade  and  Muster 

Friday  Night  at  the  Starlight 
Nostalgia  —  South  Hall  Parking  Lot 

Traditional  4th  of  July  Celebration 
The  Couples  Club  —  Jr.  High  School  Field 

Charter  Day  Exposition  on  the  Common 
The  Townspeople  and  friends 

Concert  on  the  Common 
Summertime  Series 

18th  Century  Church  Services  at  the  Meeting  House 
Centre  Congregational  Church 


"We  shall  steer  safely  through  every  storm,  so  long  as  our  heart  is  right,  our  in¬ 
tention  fer\>ent,  our  courage  steadfast,  and  our  (rust  fixed  on  God.  ” 

—St.  Francis  DeSales 
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BOOTHS.  EXHIBITS  &  DISPLA  YS  AT  COMMON  AREA 

See  location  plan  above 


No. 

1.  OLD  FASHION  CANDY  STORE 

2.  BAKE  SHOP 

3.  ART  DISPLAY 

4.  POPCORN  &  COLD  DRINKS 

5.  BALLOONS 

6.  LYNNFIELD  THROUGH  PHOTOS 

7.  THE  200  BOOTH 

8.  “FOOD,  GLORIOUS  FOOD” 

9.  OLD  REDDING  SALAD  SHOPPE 

10.  PIECE  O’CAKE 

11.  GENEALOGICAL  RESEARCH 

12.  ICE  CREAM  TRUCK 

13.  EXHIBIT 

14.  LYNNFIELD  SOCCER 

ASSOCIATION 

15.  “SUBS” 

16.  ANTIQUE  AUTOS 


Lynnfield  Historical  Society 
Jean  Jones  Barbara  Spear 

Frances  Roberts  Christine  Hartnett 
Nina  Gilson 

Lynnfield  Women’s  Club 

Mrs.  Fred  Guinasso,  Pres.  &  Club  Members 

Lynnfield  Art  Guild,  Phil  Perkins 

League  of  Women  Voters 

Jo  Boushell,  Connie  Capone,  Donna  Perkins 

Four  Seasons,  Marge  &  Mike  Hurley 

Lynnfield  Knights  of  Columbus 

Edith  Richards 

Lynnfield  Spotlighters 

William  E.  Endslow,  III,  President 

Gail  A.  Faller 

Marie  E.  Plankey 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day 
Saints,  Andrew  Rapoza  &  Mark  Sturgis 

Carol  L.  Simons 

LYNN  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

Dianne  Foulds 
Pentad  Sub  Shop 
Rod  Resting 


L  YNN FIELD  200" EVENTS 


March  27,  1982 


PANCAKE  BREAKFAST  —  Cindy  Foulds,  Chm. 
Lillian  Foulds  Arthur  Foulds 

Nina  Gilson  Marge  Hurley 

Georgia  MacCorkle  Hank  MacCorkle 

Alan  Foulds 

PROCLAMATION  —  Lynnfield  Board  of  Selectmen 
WALK  TO  LYNN  —  John  &  June  Rose 


Dianne  Foulds 
Mickey  Hurley 
The  Campfire  Girls 


April  13,  1982  LYNNFIELD  NIGHT  —  The  Historical  Society,  Shirley  Northrup.  Chm. 

Rhoda  Buttrick  Fred  Lingel  Roger  Gerry 

Bob  Rourke  Della  Smith 


April  30,  1982 


May  1,  1982 


May  18,  1982 


May  21,  1982 


June  12,  1982 


July  2,  1982 


TREE  PLANTING  CEREMONY  —  The  Centre  Garden  Club 
Ruth  Roberts  Dorothy  Koniares  Jean  Meehl 

MAYPOLE  DANCE  —  The  Cultural  Center 
Virginia  Beebe  Meg  Perkins. 

BICENTENNIAL  DISPLAY  —  Summer  St.  School 
George  Caswell 

LYNNFIELD  200  BALL  —  Lynnfield  Scholarship  Foundation 
Ann  Pierce  Jo  Buchanan 

Nancy  Dow  Carol  Estrella 

FIREMEN'S  PARADE  AND  MUSTER  —  SPAAMFAA  (Society  for  the  Preservation 
and  Appreciation  of  Antique  Motor  Fire  Apparatus  in  America)  (Muster  run  in  Lynnfield) 
Bob  Seigel  —  Muster  Chm. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Beale  &  Ted  Garber,  Assistants 
Refreshments:  Bob  MacKendrick,  Chm. 

Assisted  by:  John  McGonnell,  Phil  Bartlett,  Joe  Lingel,  Duke  LaConte, 

Ken  Carter,  Shawn  Kilroy,  Jimmy  Hall,  Sandy  Angus:  Secretary  of  MAFAA 

FRIDAY  NIGHT  AT  THE  STARLIGHT  -  Ethel  Leonard,  Chm. 

Connie  Capone  Jo  Boushell  Millie  Doremus 

Jack  Leonard  Jerry  Lux  Elaine  O’Brien 

Donna  Perkins  Bud  Doremus 


HISTOR  Y  OF  TRADITIONAL  JUL  Y  4  CELEBRA  TION 


This  year  marks  the  38th  annual  July  4th  celebration  for  Lynnfield  Center  residents  and  their  families.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  started  in  1944  by  a  committee  of  townspeople  who  wanted  to  provide  the  community  with  its  own 
holiday  celebration.  The  town  committee  sponsored  the  program  until  1952  when  it  became  a  function  of  the 
Couples’  Club.  The  original  program  has  become  a  tradition,  still  featuring  field  events  and  parades.  All  residents 
of  Lynnfield  Center  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  any  and  all  events,  and  to  bring  their  families  and  friends. 


July  3,  1982  TRADITIONAL  INDEPENDENCE  DAY  ACTIVITIES  — 

Lynnfield  Couples’  Club 

Frank  and  Donna  Rose  Jack  and  Hilda  Moynihan 

Bob  and  Sue  Jodice  Fred  and  Betty  Hagemeister 

Tim  and  Sibbie  Cullinane  Marge  and  Mickey  Hurley 


8:00  a  m. 
9:00  a  m. 
10:00  a  m. 

12:00  Noon 
12:30  p.m. 
(approx.) 
1:00  p.m. 


2:00  p.m. 
2:45  p.m. 

3:30  p.m. 

4:15  p.m. 
5:15  p.m. 


6:30  p.m. 

July  4,  1982 


Road  Race  —  Lynnfield  Center 

Doll  Carriage  Parade  —  Lynnfield  Center  to  Jr.  High  Field 
Field  events  continuing  at  Jr.  High  Field 

CHARTER  DAY  EXPOSITION 


Firing  of  Cannon  by  NORTH  PARISH  MILITIA 
SPOTLIGHTERS  OF  LYNNFIELD  -  “Broadcast  Boogie 


Director 

Musical  Director 
Producers 
Technical  Director 
Stage  Manager 
Stage  Crew 
Performers: 


Bill  Enslow 

Richard  Schmishkiss 

Ellen  Carlin,  Margie  Grass,  Marion  Piro 

Michael  Ettlinger 

Babbette  Poretsky 

Alan  Titlebaum,  Sarah  Shaw 


Jacquelyn  Piro  Marion  Piro 

Greg  Diminture  Jeana  Farese 

Darlene  Malveira 


Connie  Landers 
Mary  LePage 


GOVERNOR  EDWARD  J.  KING 
Ceremonial  Re  signing  of  Lynnfield  Charter 
“DIXIE”  —  Band  from  Lynnfield  High  School 

David  Klapes  Paul  Blakey  Jeffrey  Klapes 

Greg  Pybum  Keith  deRosa  Sheri  Berkal 

CLAN  WALLACE  PIPES  AND  DRUMS 
Mr.  Leonard  Oakes  —  Pipe  Major 

Mary  Talor,  one  of  the  pipers  will  be  performing.  She  is  a  Lynnfield  resident  and  a 
member  of  former  Saugus  Bluebells. 

“007"  —  New  Wave  Rock 
“WITCH”  —  Rock  and  Roll 
Bob  Perkins  —  guitarist  and  lead  vocalist 
Don  Perkins  —  guitarist  and  vocalist 
Ed  Tracchia  —  bass  guitarist  and  vocalist 
John  Hurley  —  drum  and  vocalist 


CONCERT  ON  THE  COMMON  —  Middlesex  Concert  Band  1982  Summertime  Series, 
Judy  Andelman,  Chairman.  Friends  of  the  Library,  Cultural  Center,  Rotary  Club,  Recrea 
tion  Commission,  Local  Businesses 

18th  CENTURY  CHURCH  SERVICES  -  Centre  Congregational  Church 
To  be  held  at  Meeting  House  9:00  &  1 1:00  a  m. 

Rev.  Amy  Schneider  and  Members  of  the  Diaconate 
Bob  Schneider  Senior  Choir 

Music:  Fife  &  Drum  Prescott  Bass 


Treasurer  —  Laurence  Smith 
School  Coordinator  —  Gilbert  Bulley 
Publicity  —  Judy  Coates,  June  Crumrine 
Art  Work  —  Rhoda  Buttrick,  Helen  Bums 
Library  Display  —  Ernestine  MacDonald 

THE  STEERING  COMMITTEE 

Shirley  Northrup  Michael  Hurley  Alan  Foulds 

Marjorie  Hurley  Arline  Wills  Arthur  Foulds 

Honorary  Members:  Selectmen  David  Miller,  John  Donegan  and  Joseph  Moran 

SPECIAL  THANKS  TO: 

Rotary  Club 

Lynnfield  Historical  Society 


Dept,  of  Public  Works 
The  Cultural  Center 


CHARTER  DAY  EXPOSITION 


Exposition  Chairman . Mary  L.  Borg 

Master  of  Ceremonies . Norman  Northrup 

Coordinator  of  Stage  Events . Shirley  Northrup 

Physical  Planning . James  D.  Borg 

Producer . . Jay  Kimball 

Stage  Setting . . . Jerry  Lux 

Sound . Bud  Doremus 

Sentinels: 

Paul  Hillman,  Chm. 

Kenneth  Hartnett  Michael  Toohey  Eric  Wickland 

NORTH  PARISH  MlllTIA  MEETING  HOUSE-Visitors  Center 

Bob  Decker  Charles  Bowser  Rhoda  Buttrick  Herb  Buttrick 

Evan  Colton  Robert  Etzel  Lillian  Foulds  Jack  Gilson 

Robert  Frazer  RussKnower  Bob  Rourke  Alice  Ward 

Russ  Watson 

Guest  Drummer:  Frank  Perry,  Drum  Major  Floater:  Louise  Hillman 

5th  Mass.  Regiment 

*  *  *  *  *  +  * 

SPECIAL  DISPLA  YS 
LYNNFIELD  CULTURAL  CENTER 
Sale  and  Display 

1.  Agnes  Carbone  —  silver  &  gold  jewelry 

2.  Carolyn  Carbone  —  hand  painted  baby  clothes 

3.  Bea  Pappas  —  silver  jewelry  &  water  color  paintings 

4.  Rose  Keefe  —  stenciling 

5.  Margaret  Hunt  —  water  color  paintings 

Display  Only 

Rosemary  T.  Carey  —  Silk  Flowers  Betty  Moore  —  Crocheted  Pillows 

Meg  Perkins  —  Quilts  Lorna  Simpson  —  Needlework 

Mary  L.  Borg  —  Tatting 

MEETING  HOUSE 

The  Documents  of  Lynnfield 
Photo  Display,  South  Lynnfield  —  Warren  Falls 
If  the  Common  Could  Talk 
Poole  Paintings  —  Wakefield  Historical  Society 


THE  OLD  MEETING  HOUSE  TAKES  ON  A  FESTIVE  ATMOSPHERE 
AS  IT  IS  DECORATED  FOR  A  PANCAKE  BREAKFAST  OPENING 
THE  LYNNFIELD  200  CELEBRATION.  THE  EVENT  WAS  CO¬ 
ORDINATED  BY  CYNTHIA  FOULDS. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


PENTAD  SUB  SHOP  ON  PILLINGS  POND. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


SAGAMORE  SPRING  GOLF  COURSE  SITUATED  ON  MAIN  STREET 
NEAR  THE  MIDDLETON  LINE. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


CENTER  MARKET  CONVENIENCE  STORE  AND  GAS  STATION  ON 
MAIN  STREET. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


LYNNFIELD  200  TIME  CAPSULE  CONTAINING  MEMORABILIA 
AND  LETTERS  TO  THE  FUTURE.  THE  CAPSULE,  WHICH  IS 
STORED  IN  THE  TOWN  HALL  VAULT,  IS  TO  BE  OPENED  ON  OR 
AFTER  JANUARY  1,  2032. 


LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THE  B&M  RAILROAD  TRACKS  CROSS  SUMMER  STREET  AT  THE 
SITE  OF  THE  OLD  LYNNFIELD  CENTER  DEPOT. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THREE  VIEWS  OF  THE  SHOPPING  AREA  AND  MEDICAL  CENTER 
AT  POST  OFFICE  SQUARE  IN  SOUTH  LYNNFIELD. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THE  TIMOTHY  MUNROE  HOUSE  ON  SALEM  STREET.  MUNROE 
WAS  A  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  HERO  PRESENT  AT  THE  BATTLE 
AT  MENOTOMY  ON  APRIL  19,  1775. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


SMALL  SHOPPING  AREA  ON  SALEM  STREET  NESTLED  BETWEEN 
THE  SAUGUS  RIVER  AND  THE  TIMOTHY  MUNROE  HOUSE. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THREE  VIEWS  OF  HIDDEN  VALLEY  FARM  ON  SALEM  STREET. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


LYNNFIELD ' S  OWN  SPOTLIGHTERS  PERFORM  ON  THE  LYNN¬ 
FIELD  200  STAGE  DURING  THE  CHARTER  DAY  EXPOSITION. 
AN  AFTERNOON  FULL  OF  ENTERTAINMENT,  WHICH  INCLUDED  A 
SCOTTISH  HIGHLANDERS  PARADE,  MUSIC,  AND  OTHER  EVENTS 
WAS  SCHEDULED  BY  SHIRLEY  NORTHRUP. 


LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THE  KNIGHTS  OF  COLUMBUS  DISPLAY,  DEPICTING  LYNNFIELD 
OLD  AND  NEW,  WAS  CO-ORDINATED  BY  MYLES  F.  HOWARD, 
JAMES  E.  MORRIS,  AND  LEO  F.  REILY .  ANOTHER  TOWN 
ORGANIZATION  THAT  PLAYED  AN  IMPORTANT  PART  IN  THE 
DAY'S  ACTIVITIES  WAS  THE  LYNNFIELD  ART  GUILD.  UNDER 
THE  LEADERSHIP  OF  PHIL  PERKINS,  THE  GROUP  ARRANGED 
AN  IMPRESSIVE  ART  DISPLAY  ON  THE  COMMON. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THE  MEETING  HOUSE  WAS  TRANSFORMED  INTO  A  VISITOR'S 
CENTER  BY  LILLIAN  FOULDS  DURING  THE  CHARTER  DAY 
ACTIVITIES.  OTHER  BOOTHS,  SUCH  AS  THE  LYNNFIELD  200 
SOUVENIR  SHOP  CAN  BE  SEEN  IN  THE  BACKGROUND. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


LYNNFIELD 
JIM  BORG. 
CHARTER  DAY 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  CANDY  STORE  BUILT  BY 
IT  WAS  ONE  OF  THE  MANY  BOOTHS  IN  THE 
EXPOSITION  CO-ORDINATED  BY  MARY  BORG. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


SALEM  ROCK  GROUP  "WITCH"  PERFORMS  ON  THE  LYNNFIELD 
200  STAGE.  JOHN  HURLEY,  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  BAND  IS  THE 
SON  OF  STEERING  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS  MIKE  AND  MARGE 
HURLEY . 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


HENRY  WILSON'S  COBBLER  SHOP  IN  NATICK.  WILSON,  VICE 
PRESIDENT  UNDER  ULYSSES  S.  GRANT  LIVED  FOR  A  TIME  IN 
LYNNFIELD  AS  HE  LED  A  CIVIL  WAR  REGIMENT  AT  CAMP 
SCHOULER. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THE  LYNNFIELD  SOCCER  ASSOCIATION  WAS  THE  HOST  ACTIVE 
AMONG  THE  TOWN'S  MANY  SPORTS  ORGANIZATIONS  DURING 
THE  LYNNFIELD  200  OBSERVANCES.  IN  ADDITION  TO  THIS 
DISPLAY  CO-ORDINATED  BY  DIANNE  FOULDS  AT  THE  CHARTER 
DAY  EXPOSITION,  EVERY  LEAGUE  PARTICIPANT  WORE  A  BI¬ 
CENTENNIAL  PATCH  FOR  THE  SPRING  SOCCER  SEASON  OF 
1982. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


AS  PART  OF  THE  OPENING  CEREMONIES  OF  LYNNFIELD  200, 
MANY  RESIDENTS  RE-CREATED  A  "WALK  TO  LYNN",  TRACING 
THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  THEIR  SEVENTEENTH  AND  EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURY  FOREFATHERS  WHO  REGULARLY  MADE  THE  TREK  TO 
TOWN  MEETINGS.  THE  MODERN  DAY  HIKERS  WERE  SPORTING 
RIBBONS  AND  PINS  MARKING  THE  EVENT  CO-ORDINATED  BY 
JOHN  AND  JUNE  ROSE. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


PRESS  COVERAGE  WAS  IN  EVIDENCE  AS  LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS 
FOLLOWED  THE  OBSERVANCES  OF  THE  TOWN'S  TWO  HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY.  IN  ADDITION,  BOSTON  RADIO  STATION  WEEI 
INTERVIEWED  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  STEERING  COMMITTEE  AND 
BROADCAST  EXCERPTS  THROUGHOUT  THE  OPENING  OF  THE 
CELEBRATION.  THE  SAME  STATION  LATER  HAD  A  LIVE 
REPORT  FROM  "FRIDAY  NIGHT  AT  THE  STARLIGHT",  ANOTHER 
LYNNFIELD  200  EVENT. 


184 


Breakfast  — 

E&clamation  —  Walk  to  Lynn 

Lynnfield  200 
kicks  off 

this  fay 


Lynnfield  2nft_M^-ting 


-ff&w 


60  p  m.. t 
thlfPiit ' 
■«  tine  H  i 
natron  an 
xlirt  tnea 
I?  who  >rt 
to  p»rt» 
fint  m« 
lobe  im 
do  so 


Ibe 


yground  near 
ry  Gannoii  Memorial^  ■>. 
***'-.»**  Course  Earn  your'/ Qu, 

(K  unique  CoUedor'a 

Lv,  •  which  will  My  "I 

&  rVf-to'fSS..Si.VKfr  ’toLyna" 


b'Tpl 


e^arsgr*"" 


«*•  INC 


ality  ^ 

July\  **£>«** 

“  Hundreds  Expected 

1  Antique  fire  EnEinr 


PACKS* 


LYNN! 


elect*! 
tdfleiak 
ItrciUy. . 
aVid  fivtr 
Thai’s 
dred  yea 
time  for 
ToReme. 
begins  M  * 
There  n  * 
breakfast  * 
Meeting  ^ 


PEABODY 

“The  Starlight”  Ball 
Friday,  July  2, 1982  , 


,  V 


tickets  at 
door,  fro* 

f' - aa»4i  «»•%•# 


P» 


„  JSSt. 

Tree  *  *  c*n«^„,tr4 

Tb*r>^«  t£?  *  coi'3 

den^  *tjr  M'**' 

»»*  .^rtrr  f 'V£Uo0'' BVrd 


Souvenir 


Editi°«  y,0U/ve^ 


/qcIaAo 


APBlt.n.  i*« 


*  * 


it  * 


*  * 


*  * 


to 

JL 


,  Lynnfield  "200"  Ball 

Lynnfield  Special  Studies  At 
Summer  Street  School 


THERE  IS  FUN  FOR  EVERYONE  ATTHE*"LYNNFIELD?f>0"  till  Ytiwni 

"LAN  YOUR  WEEK-END  ACCORDINGLY.  GOVERNOR  K?NG^SLARRA|VAI 

VILL  HIGHLIGHTTHE  JULY  3  AFTERNOON'S  ACTIVITIES  ON  THE  COMMON. 


Northrnn  Assnrint 


PC 


I, 


“THE  WHOLE  TOWN'S  TALKING.”  Th.  Lynni;.id  200  c*iebr,iion  July  243 

Starlight  Dance  •  July  2  •  July  3  ,  A.M.  R**d  Rttr,  Doll  C*rri*f«  fmJe  »»d  Field  E»r*ti. 

’12:00  to  1:00  P.M.  Bootbe  and  Elbibili  plae  Cal*  Ealerlainmtal  an  Ik*  Cam***,  o  Early  E«r*ia|  Caaerrl  tl  (:30P  M 


t  Ml 

LY 


Iff 

NNFIEID  (  'lllU(jVr 


miniMiD  will  rtnoor 

SHOPPERS'NEWS 


Lynn  field  7  rn  der 

9  MW  ||  M|  |  I  U  II  I 

df  NEWS 


Wakefield  Daily  Item 

jDiiiltf  Xvcninrj  Tlcm 

PeabodyTimes 


mnSKALuo 

590V4EE!AM 


LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


DANCING  UNDER  THE  STARS  BROUGHT  BACK  MEMORIES  OF  AN 
EARLIER  TIME.  "FRIDAY  NIGHT  AT  THE  STARLIGHT"  WAS 
CO-ORDINATED  BY  AN  ABLE  COMMITTEE  LED  BY  ETHEL  AND 
JACK  LEONARD  AND  SUCCEEDED  IN  BRINGING  THE  BIG-BAND 
ERA  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  STARLIGHT  BACK  TO  TOWN  FOR  THE 
NIGHT  OF  JULY  2,  1982. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


AN  OLD  CENTER  SCHOOL  TRADITION  WAS  REVIVED  AS 
SEVERAL  OF  THE  TOWN'S  YOUNGER  CITIZENS  TOOK  PART  IN 
A  MAYPOLE  DANCE  IN  FRONT  OF  THE  CULTURAL  CENTER. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  BURNHAM,  LONG-TIME  TOWN  OFFICIAL  AND 
LYNNFIELD  DELEGATE  TO  THE  STATE  CONVENTION  WHICH 
RATIFIED  THE  U.S.  CONSTITUTION  IN  1788,  LIVED  IN 
THIS  HOUSE  (281  CHESTNUT  ST.)  FROM  1776  UNTIL  HIS 
DEATH,  AFTER  WHICH  IT  BECAME  THE  HOME  OF  HIS  SON-IN- 
LAW,  BOWMAN  VILES. 
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LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


PRESIDENT  JIMMY  CARTER  ENTERS  LYNNFIELD  DURING  HIS 
VISIT  HERE  ON  OCTOBER  28,  1978. 


192 


LYNNFIELD  TWO  CENTURIES 


THROUGHOUT  THE  ANNIVERSARY  YEAR  OF  1982  A  FEATURE 
COLUMN  TITLED  "BICENTENNIAL  NOTES"  WAS  CARRIED  BY 
SEVEN  NEWSPAPERS  AND  CHRONICLED  EVENTS  OF  TWO  CEN¬ 
TURIES  EARLIER. 
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